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To the Reader. 


To plegſe or 4 ſpleaſe mens wonder, mn d not, 
But myndc (ar God knoweth ) Goddes mynde 
to fulfyſ. 
As bewill I wiſl, and ur I will not: 
So God be pf eaſ ed ſay men "what men will, 


and other miniſters of the church, is not 
only lawful by the woꝛd of Sod, but 
wasalſo vſed in the p:umitiuc 
Church and ſo fozth betoꝛe the 
Biſhop ot Kome by his wic⸗ 
ked Dectees oꝛdeincd the 
| Lontrarp, | 


C That the martage of Biſhops, pꝛeeſtes, 


Fx ES 7. r MEN had ben 


-/1;| ſoredy to redreſſe 
the filthy and vn⸗ 
cleane lyte of pꝛe- 


* up - 
= 
7 8 
* — 
P r 
A — os 
— <> 
» 4 * * — os 


— — 


ted moſte woꝛthe⸗ 


b ofthe whole wozld) as they haue 
beene to ſtape them from the hollpe 


tes (kor the which 
they haue been no 


ſtate ot matrymony (wherby the a⸗ 
mendement of the ſame ſhuld haue 


_ enſued )neyther ſhoulde wyueleſſe 
lpke haue hadde o many pꝛocters 


as it had, neyther vnchaſte lyuyng 
ſhoulde ſo muche haue raygned as 
it doeth: But they would haue ben 


as willing to ſet the pen to the boke 
to make the vnc 


haſte and vycious 


| 


1k 


44 A DEFENCE OF 
lpuers to repent and receaue the re⸗ 
med of the holly ſtate ot matrimo⸗ 
ny, as ſome buſy bodpes haue been 
ready to pꝛocure ſtatutes 4 lawes , 
wherby the vnchaſte ſole lite hath 
beene wyth feare of the paynes of 
death continued, and the chaſt ma - 
. rico Iyfe in ſome ſtate condemned. 
The cloud which hath ſo long blin 
ded the eyes ot the lay ſorte in thys 
popnt, was the opinion of hollines | 
that they conceaued in pꝛeeſtes, fo 
that they marycd not as other men 
dyd: and the cloud that blinded the 
eyes of the pꝛieſtes, was the gaine 
that they gotte by their — — 
eſtimacion. So the one beyng de⸗ 
ceued by ſimplenes and ignorance, 
and the other by couectouſneſſe and 
vayne glory, haue by a mutuall cõ- 
ſent continued this deuelyſhe ſtate 
of vnchaſte ſole lite, to the greate 
hinderance of vertue, and auaunce 
ment of vice, and lo to the ſubuer⸗ 
lion ok the zyng dome of Chꝛiſt and 
ſetting 


o» MARIAGE, 
ſettyng vp ofthe kingdome of an⸗ 

tich:iſte . To the entent therefore 

that this cloud of ignorance might 

bee the ſoncr taken awaye trom the 

eyes of the tgnoraunte, and that 

they myght know, that it is not the 

vnmarped iyfe, whyche maketh the 

pꝛeeſt better in the light of the 102d 

but the wourſe, tf he lyue burnyng 

in deſpres, contrary to the ozder in 

\crtpture commaunded , J haue ſet 

fo2th this little treatiſe, truſtynge 

hereby to pleaſe God, and to edifye 

his congregation : the encreaſe of 

whole kyngdome and heuenly glo⸗ 

rye J only ſeeke, and to quiete the 

conltiences of many, whiche be not 

yet fully inſtructed and reſolued, in 

this potut. Ind firſte J will begin 

wyth this generall pꝛepoſition of © 

Paul to the Cozinthtas.Foz the a- 

votding of fornicatio{ſaith Paul) , go. 

let euery ma haue his wyfe, x enery 

woinã her huſband. Theſe two woz⸗ 

des, every man, and euery woman, 
A ii beto⸗ 
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betokeneth that this ſaiyngeof S. 


Paul doth diſpece wno mã noz wo 
man, that cannot otherwple avoyd 
foznication , but that he wiileth all 
loztes, both of men | women, wht- 
che be endaungered by the reaſon 
of their fleſhe to fall into toznicatt- 
on, to auoyde the ſame by the hea⸗ 
uenly meane of martage, which is 
a remedy apointed of God ko that 
ende and purpoſe . This phzaſe of 
ſpeakynge to call matrimonye a 
temedp, is not only vſed in p Scrip 
. tures, but in the doctours alſo, who 
afferme wyth one conſente that ma 
trimonye oughte tobe vicd in the 
Churche of God, not only fo2 pzo=- {| 
creation and increaſe of the wozlde, = 

but allo foꝛ a reinedy of incontinen 


Tim : cye. And therfo2e Paule nameth 


. 
_ 4 — — 
* 


the doctryne, which would take a⸗ 
waͤye this remedy, a doctrine ok the 
deuell: by the which woꝛdes it ſhuld 
appeaze that Paule fozeſawe no 
ſmall Oe; Me ua 4 
ue 
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fue to the Churche of God, by re- 
ſtraynynge the liberty of martage R 
o2 els woulde he neuer haue termid 
it ſo heinoully, callyng it a doctrine 
off deuils. It this doctrine had ben 
perſuaded only to pʒeſtes, ⁊ not by 
lawe commaunded, it had ben moꝛe 
tollerable, but ſeyng it hath a com⸗ 
maundement, it is eutdent. that it 
is the ſame doctryne whiche Baule 
_ calletha doctrine of deuels that foz 
_ byddeth mariage. But what can all 
the comaundementes of man, that 
euer were made, pzcuayle agaynſte 
the ordinaunce of God, planted in 
mans nature, in hs fyrſte creation: 
Bow a tree by arte with all the wil⸗ 
dom you can deuiſe, ſtreinyng it, p 
it map not grow right, and yet wyl 
tit eniope the power ofgrowing(all- 
1 — croked)as long as it 
continueth in lyke, obeyinge the ⸗⸗ 
dinaunce and commaundement ob 
God, who at the begynnynge bade 
it growe and multiplye : Euen ſo 
_ _ the 
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the man, who hathe not the gyft to 


.- Ipuewithouta wyfe, but is framed 


in his kirſt creacion to be one of the, 
by whome the wozid halbe increa⸗ 
led, keepe hym downe with lawes x 
ſtatutes as ſtreiteiy as ye can, yet 
wil he at one tyme oz other, kycke a⸗ 
gainſte the lawe, and ſeke meanes 
to mainteine and excerciſe that na⸗ 
ture, which God fo the continuance 
of pꝛocreation, hath planted in his 
fleſhe. The lawe and wytte of the 
lawe makers, canne not ſo reſtratne 
mannes will, that it wyll be vnwil⸗ 
lyng to that thyng, wherevnto it is 
moſte willyng, it wil! ſtryue agcinſt 
the lawe, make it neuer ſo ſtronge, 
other in mynde oz in deede, as it 
appereth by the vnchaſte Iyfe of 
thoſe, whyche haue been bounde by 
lawes, not hauynge the gyfte, with 
whoſe lyfe, wourſe then lecherouſe, 
Jam aſhamed to occupye inp pen. 
Howe many thouiandes haue their 
been, whyche haue ſrpucn erneft: 


ip 


MARIAGE. 


lp foʒ a tyme to obape the lawe of 
ſole iyfe, contrary to theyz nature: 
And pet haue they in concluſion 
perccaued they; owne weakeneſſe 
lo greate, that they were fayne to 
geue ouer, and yeld to their nature, 
not withſtandynge their kozmer 
purpoſe, and the ſtreight lawe of 
deathe by man made to the contra- 
ry: Neyther faſtyngeneyther wat⸗ 
chynge, nepther any thynge ſuche 
Iyke, is moꝛe able to ſtaye theyz de⸗ 
(y:e (they iyfe and helthe beynge 
pꝛeſerued) then minyſhyng of moi⸗ 
ſture and earthe aboute the roote 
ofa tree, (\oyekplleit not) ts able 
to ſtaye the ſame tree frome bꝛyn⸗ 
gynge fozthe of leaues and bloſ⸗ 
ſomes in the ſpꝛynge tyine of the 
yeare : whereby it maye appere 
howe ſo2e the lawe makers of ſole 
lyłe, haue thus longe tyme ſtry⸗ 
uen agaynſte the ſtreame , pur⸗ 
poſpnge to bynde the mynde, 

A. b. whiche 
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whiche beynge indued with the ſpt⸗ 
ryte of God, is at lybertie, whan 
their bandes haue no kurther fo:ce, 
| but vpon the bodye onlye and the 
That outwarde actions, Pf anye man 


marriage woulde obiecte vnto me, thatma= 


— pt tiage can not ſtande with the oꝛder 


ſtand to⸗ of pꝛeſthod: J wyl aſke him again. 


nerber. whether mariage mate ſtand as wel 


it myght in the Apoſtles tyme oz 
not: It it be anſwered that it maye 
not, then muſte you ſhewe a reaſon 
why: which reaſon can not bee ſhe⸗ 


int! pꝛieſtynge deutled by the byſhop of 
Rome, whiche varyeth in deedeal- ' 
- | molt as farre from the pꝛeeſtes that 
were ok Chailtes ozdryng,as a dum 
picture from the thynge oz perſon 
whome it doeth repzeſente , And 
therfoze ought they to bee cozrected 
and red:eſfed to theyr fozmer ex⸗ 
aumple: ſo that it muſte needes be 
POD, that mariage may fa wel 
ide 


with the ozder of pꝛieſthod now, as 


wed, except pe alledge the oꝛzdꝛe ok 


' | WARI&EN# 1-5, + 
ſtande with the oꝛder of p2ecſtchod 


now, as itmyght haue done in the 


Apoltels tyme: which thing beyng 


granted, it J can ſhewe by the ſcrip⸗ 


ture and doctoures that the ſame 
Apoſtels were marted , then may 
ſaye, p the obiection is falſe, faz aſ⸗ 
much as martage ſtode w pꝛeſthod 
in the Apoſtels. To pꝛoue then that 
the Apoſtels were maried, being by 


| ſhoppes and pꝛeſtes: Peters wiues gat. . 


mother (as the Golpell witneſſeth) 
was healed by Chziſte of a feuer, by 
ß which woꝛdes it is playn p Peter 
had a wyfe which thinge Clemens 


Alexãdrinus waiting againſt the 


repꝛoued martage, doth plainly ap⸗ 


pꝛoue, ſaiynge: An & Apoſtolos im- i. 3. ca: - 
probauitt Petrus etenim ac Philippus, zo. Eci. 
& vxores habuerunt, et filias nuptym Hiſt. 


dederunt: Do thel rep2oue the Apo⸗ 
_ Nels-Peter and Phillyppe hadde 
wiues, and alſo children, which thet 
gaue to bemaryed , And of the ma⸗ 
riage ofthe fame Peter, and = of 
other 
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other Apoſtles, thus wziteth Ing⸗ 
. natius, Daincte Johns diſctple: 

Non detraho autem czteris beatis, qui 
nuptijs copulati fueruut, quorum nunc 
memini, opto enim Deo dignus ad 
veſtigia eorum in regno ipſius inueni- 
ri ſicut Abraham et Iſaac, et Iacob ſicut 
Joſeph et Eſaias et ceteri Prophetæ, ſi- 
cut Petrus & Paulus, & xeliqui Apo- 
ſtoli, qui nuptijs tuerunt ſociati . Qui 
non libidinis cauſa, ſed poſteritatis ſub 
rogande gratia coniuges habuerunt. 

That is to ſape: Þ diſcommend not 
other hollye men, whych were ma⸗ 
ried, of whoine J haue nowe ſpo- 
ken, My deſpꝛe is, that J mape be 
kounde acceptable to God in hys 
Kyngedome at they? koote ſteppes, 
as Abzaham, Jſaac, Jacob, Jo⸗ 


leph, and Eſape bee, and all the 


reſte ok the Pꝛophetes: Ys Peter, 
and Paule, and the reſte of the A⸗ 
poſtles, whos were coupled in ma⸗ 
ryage, and yet not maryed foz the 
kulkyllynge of thepz dodely luſtes, 


but 
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but foz the mayntenaunce of they 
p oſterytee and otlpꝛynge. Whome 
ſhoulde we allowe fo; a wytneſſe of 
the maryagc of the Apoſtles, ic ye 
wpll refule Ingnattus (who teſti⸗ 
fyed Chayſte by his marty:zdome 
and deathe, and was in the ſame 
_ wozlbe a dilitple of Satncte John 
the Euangclyfte.) Ik the pꝛouerbe 
bee true whych is bſed of Plautus 
the Comic. Plus valet oculatus teſtis 
vnus, quam, auriti decem: One cyt 
witnelle is moze wonzthy to be eſte⸗ 
med, then tenne eare witneſſes. We 
bought e to geue moe creadyte to 
Ingnacius, thenne to any other, 
whoſe knowlage is only grounded 
vpon a contrary repozte. Saincte 
Imbzole doocth allo confirme the 


7 n £4, 
ſame ſentence, ſaiyng:Omnes Apo. In £ pm 
runt, Jl p apoſtles except John, had Ton- T 


poſtoli, excepto lohane, vxores habue- 


wpues. So ß 7 truſt, I nede not to 
laboure any moꝛe in pꝛouynge this 


(it beynge pꝛoued by ſo olde 
and 
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and autentike wziters ) that to be a 
pꝛieſt and to haue a wyfe, be not re: 
pugnaunte, but ſtande lo well to⸗ 
gether, that the Apoſtels were By⸗ 
thoppes and pꝛeeſtes, and yet they 
had wyues not withſtandyng. But 
what nedeth me to wander ſo farre 

in the doctoures koꝛ the pꝛoote here 
of: whan this thing may otherwiſe 


be cally ſhewed by the ſcripturcs it 


neither haue beene maryed, neither 


ſclfe, firſte aud kormoſt ſaith Paule 
both to Timothy and to Tite:A bi 
ſhop oz pꝛieſt, muſt be the huſbad of 
one wife. Haul doth not ſay: It is v 
nough foꝛ him if he hath had a wite, 
but he ſaithin p p plent ttme:Si quiseſt 
line crimine, vnius uxoris uir. & mow 
tet epiſcopũ irreprehenſibilem eſſe. 
muſte eſſe, be, the huſbande of = 4 
wyke. Neither finde 7 greate fault 
with the doctours which chaunge, 


be, into hath byn . But ſuche Byl⸗ 


ſhops and Preeſtes as neither bee 


wie marrye £0 1900 dape, muſte 
3 kynd 
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k ind ſome other expoſition, fo: this 
texte of Si. Paule, oz els can not 
ſe how they can excuſe them ſelues, 
bur Þ thei ſhalbe foũd gilty by this 
deſcription and rule of a blameleſſe 
Bylhoppe. J remenbze that Theo⸗ 


philacte vpon this terte fpndeth a Theoph 


faulte with ſuche, as would haue a! 
wyke, in this place, toſpgnyfy one 
Churche 02 one benefice: but they 


which ſo wzieth p ſcripture,oughte 


rather mezily to be laughed at, then 
to be with ſtudie confuted, foz expe⸗ 
rience doth declare, that thei would 
rather (vxor) a wife, in this place 
ſHoulde ſignitfte twenty other mens 
wyues, thẽ one of their owne. They 
handle the ſcriptures, as S. Hie 
rome did againſt Jouinian: That 
is to ſape, make it ſoũd as it is wꝛi⸗ 
thed, and not as it was wrytten. 

(The woꝛdes of them ſelues be ſo 


that Paule ment that it was not on 


ly a n 1 8 but veray 
conue- 


plain, that it can not bedented, but 
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conuement, oz ratherrequilſite fo2 a 
byſhop oz a pꝛieſte to haue a wyfe, | 
his haue J pꝛoued by the wooꝛde 
ot God, by the doctours, and by the 
example of the Apoſtles, that pꝛeſt⸗ 
hooe in his molt holyneſſe and per⸗ 
kection, mate well bee iopned with 
nari- the holy ſtate of matrimony. If any 
age is man would p2etende, that martage 
no hyn⸗ ſhuld hinder him from p ſeruyng of 
derance God, let hym reade Chziſoſtome in 
bs wore. $00 Geneſim. And in an other place al- 
Chꝛiſo . ſo, in a ſermon that he made againſt 
90.21. in the Jewes, the Gentyles, and the 
gene. heretykes, vpon the mariage made 
in Cana, where he hath thele wooz⸗ 
des: Nec excuſes te propter nuptias, 
Dominus tuus nuptijs interfuir, & nup 
tias honeſtauit, & dicis, nuptias obſta- 
culum eſſe ad pietatem 5 Nullum enim 
ad pietatem eſt obſtaculum. Vis cog- 
noſcere quia nihil nocet habere vxo- 
rem & liberos:? Moſes, nonne vxorem 
luahbuit & liberos : Helias, nonne virgo 
erat; Nonne Moſes Manna de celo de- 
Auxit ? 
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duxitt Nonne Elias i ignem de ccelo de. 
duxit ? An nocuit huic virginitas : an 
impedimento fuerunt huic vxor & li- 
berit Vidiſti Heliam aurigam in ae; 
_ Vidiſti Moſen in mare viatore m: vide 
et Petrum eccleſiæ columnam, quia & 
ipſe vxorem habuit. &c. Excuſe not 
thy ſelfe, becauſe of mariage (ſaith 
Ciziſoſtom thy Loꝛd was at a ma⸗ 
riage, and commended it with his 
pzelence : Aud ſateft thou, that ma⸗ 
riage is a hynderaunce to a gebly 
lyke : It is no hynderance to a god⸗ 
ly lyte. Wilt thou know that it hur 
teth nothyng to haue a wife + chil⸗ 
dꝛen! Had not Mopſes a wpfe and 
childꝛẽ! Was not Helias a virgin #7 
Dyd not Moyſes bꝛynge Manna 
krom heuen : Dyd not Heltas bzyug 
kpze krom heauen ? Dyd virginitee | 
hynder the one; Oꝛ dyd matvage 
hynder thother : Thou ſeeſt Belias 
ridyng in a carte tu the ayꝛe: Thou 
ſeeſt Moles paſſyng thoꝛough the 
meddes ok the ſea 9 fe 
er 


| DEPENCE OP 
ter alſo, a Piller of the Church, had 
à wpke. xc. In caſe that pe thynke 
that the exãples of Moles, Helias 


and Peter, be not enough, J wyl be 


ſo boide(to bzing example of Chzy⸗ 
foſtoine } to adde vnto theym thee'? - 
holiye Abzaham, and all the reſt of 


olde teſtament : Ali the Apoſtles of 


du u. Chitit in the new teſtament, Phtitp 
$62 the euãgeliſt, who had many dough 


ters: Cheremon, a biſhop in Egipt, 
Theſe Of a cttie called Milopolis: Philias 
wal ye alſo, whiche was bathe byſthop and | 
Sell d. Marter, and Policrates,a Bychoy 
hint ok the Epheſians, which layd : Se⸗ 
Eulcb. uen of my fo:e fathers by ozdze, wer 
Byſhoppes of this See, and J am 
the eyght: Spiridion, and a great 
numbze ofholly men mo, whiche all 
were marted a highly in the fauour 
of God. Wartage was no moze hin 
derance to Abꝛaham and the reſt of 
the Patriarches, touching the trew 


lerulce of God, and beyng tn che ka 


* 


Patriarkes and Pꝛophetes of the | 


udur 
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uour of god, then tt was to Moſes, 
Mariage was no hinderance to all 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, neither is it 
this day to any other godly man; ſo 
that by the meanes tycreoc , they 
bee not calte oute of the fauoure of 
God, moe then was ſapncte Pe- 
ter. And ſaincte Jhon Chꝛyſoſtom 
vpon the eptitle to Tite , ſapeth: 
Ado preciola res eſt matrimonium, 
ut poſs t quis cum eo ad ſanctum E- 
pilcopatus ſolium ſubuehi, Do p2ect= 
ous a thynge is Matrtmonye(ſap- 
eth he) that a manne mapye aſcende 
with it to the holly ſeat of a byſh op. 
Let then this vayne quarrell, that 
martage ſhoulde hynder enny man 
from the leruice of God, be no moe 
alledged, as though there were a 
great matter in it, when it is ſuffi⸗ 
cientcly ſhewed, that there ts non? 
in deede. 

But this geare, they thynke, 


wyllſoone bee aunſwereo, graun= 


tynge that the Apoſtles and other 
B lt holly 
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holly biſhops and pꝛieſtes had wy⸗ 
ues as J ſay: Marp, than will they 
ſay agapn, that neither the apoſties 
neyther the reſte of the fozenamed 
Eccleſiaſticall perſons had any ina 
_ trimoniall vſe of their wyfes , after 
the tyme of their election to their mt 
niſtery, but did put them away, and 
vtterly fozſooke the companye of 
thetm, af er that tyme. Well, yet 


than graunt they, that the apoſiles 


and other holy byſhoppes and p2te- 
ſtes hav wtucs, euen in the tyme of 
thetr apoſtleſhyp and miniſterpe, 
whyche thyng J take at their han⸗ 
des as wonne good grounde. Foz 
by that, haue al they granted (wht- 
che flee to this obiection that a ma 
tied man mate be a pueſte, his wyfe 
being aliue. After this victozy then 
let vs thus pꝛocede: The apoſtles 
(they ſaie) put awaye their wyues, 
after the tyme they were called to 
the pꝛeachynge of the Golpell ; It 
J * alke ye, howe you 25 
a 
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that, ſhoulde not the beſte reaſon oz 
auctozitee that ye coulde bzvyng fox 
your purpoſe bee blynde reaſon-02 
coniecture : Well, ar ſwer what pe 
(hal thynk good, wha J haue made 

aunſwere to your fo2mer obiection. 
Whan ye ſpeake of puttyng away 
of wyues, it is conuentent, chat pe 
call to remembꝛance the laufull cau 
ſes why a man may put awape his 
wyfe, by goddis wooꝛde: And in 
lerchyng, ye (hall tynde there, that 


a man can not put awaye his wyfe Xs. 
fo: any other cauſe, but fo! adulte- V · 


rye onely. Than is the pꝛeachynge 
of the Golpell no cauſe, why a man 
ſhoulde put away his wyke. Muche 
leſſe foz the Apoſtles of Chziſte, 
whole lpke was a tule to all the 
reſte of the Chꝛiſten congregation. 
J truſt you bee not ſo ſhameleſſe, 
that ye woll chalenge the Apoitles 
wyues to bee euyi! women, foz the 
mapneenance of pour fond reaſon, 
ny pet pf pou woulde lo dooe, it 
| B. iii. map 


1. I im.. 
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mape be gathered by the Scripture 
that they were godiyc and obcdient 


women to their zuſvandes to your 
contuſton. It is to be thought, that 
ſuche as Ch. 


iſte appoynted to rule 
the whole Congregacion , were 
häble to rule their wwues, their 
chyldzen and family, oz elles (Huld 
not Chzift haue oblerued the ſame 


rule in chulyng of his apoſtles, as 


Paule pꝛeſcribed to Timothpe, in 
chuſynge a Byiſhoppe. Ik they 


were obedient wyucs to their hul⸗ 
bandes (as by that ſcripture it may 
bee gathered that they were) you 


mult nedes graunt, that the Apo⸗ 
poſtles dyd not put away their wy⸗ 
ues, fo: it they hadde, they ſhoulde 
haue oſtended agaynſte Goddes 
woozde, who chargeth man, not to 
put awaye his wyfe foz any caule, 


but fo2 adultery only. 


Thus then J conclude : Goddes 


wooꝛde ſayeth , that no mau mape 
put awape his wyke excepte fo2 ads 


| ulteryx 


% 
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ultery, ergo, they dyd not put them 


a wap. Yea, and turcher it maye be 


thus pꝛoued by ſcripture, that they 
had Matrimontall companye with 
theire wpues in thys wyle. The 
woꝛde of God was the onely rule of 
the Apoſtles Iyfe : So that what 
ſocuer Soddes woozde commaun⸗ 
ded them, ſo they dy d: But Gods 
woꝛde commaunded them, latonge: 
Vir uxori debitum reddat, ſimiliter et 
uxor uiro. Let the man render the 
dutpe of a huſbande to his wyfe, 
and the woman to her huſoande , 
Ergo, the Apoſties beyng ruled by 
the ſayde ſcripture, ⁊ obeiyng gods 
woꝛde in this poyute, had matrimo⸗ 
nial company with their wiues, and 
did acoꝛdyngly as ſcripture willeth 
them. Foz a pzofe wherot, the ſcrip⸗ 


ture doth teſtity that the gpoſtles 2 


the bzothers ofthe Lord #Cephas, 
caried their wtues about w the, to 
what purpoſe I pꝛay you: if it wer 
not koz the auoidynge of that in 

B uti conue⸗ 


1. cr. 
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conuenience, agaynſte the whyche; 
matrimonte is pꝛoupded by god foz 
remedpe. It᷑ a wpfe bea trouble to 
theim that be pziceſtes (as ſome do 
alledge it) why lefte they not theyz 

wiues at oneplaceremainyng, and 
diſcharged theim ſelues of lo clog⸗ 
gyng a cariage: as by the ſcripture 

it ſhoulde leeme that Paule dyd. J 

doubt not, but that they wold haue 

ſo doone, pk the infirmitee of the 


fleſhe had not diſſuaded them to the 


contrary.Retournenot to your foz- 
mer fantaly, ſayeng as ye bee wont, 
that pe can not be anſwered, fo2 tf ye 
can defende without bluſhyng, that 
ſcripture rightly alleged, is not ſuf 
fictent to confound your contecture 
whyche is directly agaynſt it, than 


is pour face ſo blyndcleſſe, that it 


a Can not bluſſhe. | 
— — And becauſe no man ſhould pze- 
put auei tende à religious holyneſſe, by the 
his ue meanes whereof he myghte ſhylte 
tence - awaye his wyfe , the apoſtles de⸗ 
bolines, creed 
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creed, as it appeereth in their Ca⸗ 
nons , that Epiſcopus aut preſbyrer 
vxorem propriam, nequaqui ſub ob- 
tencu religionis abijciat, I byſſhop oz 
a p2teſte in no wyſe mate put awaie 
his wife, vnder the pzetence ot ho- 
lyneſſe, and colour of religion: by 
the whiche Canon it mate appeere, 
that the apoſtles dyd not put away 
their wpues. And pet came there a 
| Cſozteof heritikes, named Euſtachi- 
ani, ſhoztily after the apoſties tymc, 
who ſayde, that pzteſtes that were 
maried ſhuld not be ſet by, and dil⸗ 
ſwaded thepeople from receauyng 
the Dacramentes at ſuche pꝛieſtes 
[| - handcs: Foz the condemnation of 
whiche heretikes in the old councel | 
of Gangris, whych was about the — 2 
ſame tyme, that Nicene coliſel was, Sãgris 
This decree was made: Si quis di- 
ſcernit prei bytetum coniugatũ, tanquã 
occaſione nuptiarum, quod ofierre non 
debeat, & ab eius oblatione ideo abſti- 
net. amathema ſit: It ludge ama 
B. b. 


Apoſtolo 
ri Can. g. 


ried 


einn 
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ried pꝛieſte, as thoughe he ſhoulde 
not miniſter, becaule he is marri- 
ed, and ſo fo2 that cauſe withdzaz 
weth hym ſelte krome ſuche a pzte- 
ſtes miniſtration, let hym be accur⸗ 
led. This godly counſell of ſuche 
_antiquitee, compelled not the pꝛie- 
ſtes of theſe dayes to putte awaye 
their wyues, neyther condempned 
them krome their company, but al⸗ 
lowed and commaunded theym 


vnder the payne of accurſynge, to | 


kepe ſtyll their wwues, and condem⸗ 
ned the Euſtachians koz herittkes, 
who vnder the pꝛetence of holyneſſe | 
were offended with the wariageof 

pꝛieſtes, and held the contrary opt- 
nion to the counſell. And there is a 
place cited out of D.Gregozy in the 
Decrees, whiche dothe plainly de- 
_clare, that it is alawe of man, ⁊ di⸗ 
rectly agaynſt the law of God, that 


Din 27, any man ſhould put away his wyfe 


4.2 oy 


1 nder ſuch a pzetence: * be the 


gratia 
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gratia coniugia debere diſſolui, verũ ſci 
endum eſt, quod {i hoc lex humana con- 
I celsir, lex tamen diuina prohibuit, per 
[ ſe enim veritas dicit: Quos deus con- Math. 9. 
iunxit, homo ne ſeparet. Qui etiam ait: 
Non licet dimittere vxorem, excepta 
caula fornicationis. Quis ergo huius la- 

tori legis contradicat: ſcimus quia ſcri- 
pcum eſt; Erunt duo in carne vna. Sn. 2. 
That is to ſap: Somme there bee, 
whiche holde opinion, thac marri- 
age ought to be bzoken foz relygi⸗ 
ous lake, but it muſte bee knowen, 

that ail thoughe the lawe of man 

hath lo graunted it, yet the lawe of 

God hath kozbydden it. Foz the 
truthe it ſelfe jayd:; Let not manne Math 1g 
ſepatate theim, whome God hath 
coupled. And it alio ſayeth : Jt is 
notlaufullfoz a man to put awape 
his wyke, excepte foz foznication. 
Who than maye gayne ſape this 
lawmaker - Foz we knowe that it 
is wzitten: They ſhall bee two in n 
one fleſſhe , Marke thele vous 


thidems | 
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F pꝛaie you, and ye ſhall perceane. | 
that they neede no inte rpꝛetation 
noz wzeſting, fo2 the pzoofe of this 

 purpole , What wolde you haue 
moze ſayde, the thing beyng pꝛo⸗ 
ued by the ſcripture,by p Canõs o 
p Apoſtels, x by the old ancient coũ 
ſayles and doctours - me thinketh | 
pe ſhuld change your iudgements, 
and [ay another while, as it is lar- 
gely pzoued, that the Apoſtels dyd 
not put away their woues, but cõ⸗ 
panped wyth them, after the tyme 
that they were called to the pzea- 
ching of the Goalpell, without pze- 
tendyng holines of religion. 
| But then will ye fall on meruat⸗ 

i pa. ling. how it came kirſt to paſſe, that 

awaye Pꝛieſtes dyd put away their wyues, 

their ui they hauyng no warrant fo to do 

2 by gods wozd?, neither yet exraums 

tion of ble of the 4p9oFels of Chꝛiſte, and 

the By⸗ other holye fathers in the Pꝛimi⸗ 

Gope of tiue Churche; From this meruap= 

Bom: ſpnge I truſte eaſciye to 1 
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pou, it ye wyll take paynes to reade 

ona littell. Howe ſhuld Antichziſt 
haue been knowen, if the pzophe- 
cyes of him chulde not haue been 
tul filled: Ind one of the chicfe mar⸗ 
keg, wherby Daniel appointed out 
Antichziſte is, that he ſhoulde for 
byd maryage: whoſe pꝛophecy muſt 
bee fultylled. 3nd Paule likewyſe Tin. 4. 
paophecytd, that luche doctoures 
ſhulde come in the latter days whi⸗ 


doctrine of Antichziſte, kozbiddyng 
men to matye. This doctrine was 
firſie kounde out by the diuell, foz 
the maintenaunce of whoozedome 
and ali tiltihjye kind of liuing: And 
it was bzoughte to paiſe by the de⸗ 
uelles highe pꝛeeſt, Antichziſt, the 
byſhop of Nome, whoſe power by 
vſurpation extendeth thozoughout 
the moſte part of Chʒiſtendom, pu⸗ 
bliſhed and ſtablyſſhed this dyue⸗ 
lythe doctrine againſt the martage 
of pzceltes ; contrary bothe to the 
docs 
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doctrine of Chzilte (foꝛ the whyche 
caule, it may wel bee called the doc- | 

trine of Antichziſt) and contrary to | 
the exãple of thapoſtles, as yt haue 
hearde. And fo2 a pzofe, that Anti⸗ 
chꝛiſt byſhop of Rome was the firſt 
ſetter abꝛode of this diuelyſhe doc⸗ 

trine, J wyll cite vnto you a playn 

6 bat. place ex ſexto ſynodo. Quum in Ro- 

diſtin. 3. mani ordine canonis cognouimus eſſe 

eap Qu traditum, eos qui ordinati ſunt diaconi 
in Re. vel pteſ byteri, confiteri ꝙ non iam ſu- 

is copulentur vxoribus, antiquum ſe- 

quentes canonem apoſtolicę diligentię, 

& conſtitutionis ſacrorum virorum, le- 

gales nuptias amodo valere volumus, 

nullo modo cum vxoribus ſuis eorum 

concubia diſſoluentes aut priuantes eos 
familiaritate ad inuicem in tempore o- 
portuno: Quicunque ergo diligens in. 

uentus fuerit in ſubdiaconali ordinati- 

one aut diaconali aut ſacerdotali, hiſ 

nullo modo prohibeantur ad talem a- 

ſcendere gradum pro vxoris ſuæ coz 

habitatione, Nec etiam tempore ordi- 

1 natio- 
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nationis ſuæ profiteri caſtitantẽ cogan- 


tur, quod abſtinere debeat à legalis v- 


_ xoris familiaritate. Si quis igitur præ- 


ſumpſerit, contra apoſtolicos canones, 
aliquos preſbyterorum & diaconorum 
priuare à contactu & communione 

legalis vxoris ſuæ, deponatur. Simili⸗ 
ter & preſ byter aut diaconus, qui reli- 


gionis cauſa vxorẽ ſuam expellit, excõ- 


municetur ; ſi vero in hoc permanſe- 
rit, deponatur, &c. (The englylſhe 
whcrot is this) Foz as muche as 
we knowe, that it is in the Canons 
of Rome, that ſuche as be appoin⸗ 
ted to take the oꝛder of Deacon 02 


pꝛieſte, confeſſe that they haue not 
matrymonpall companye of they; 


wyues : Wee, followynge the olde 
Canone and rule of the apoſtelles 
dylygence , and the Conſtitutions 
menne, wylle, that frome 
henſefoo:the, lawtull marriage be 
effectualle, myndynge in no-wple 
yon 

of 
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ſoeuer therfoze be found wozthy in 


 wyfe dwellynge with hym, neither 


des of the ſynode, by the which it is 
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of them with their wyues , oz els 
ſtaipngthem frs their kam liaritee 
together in ty:1ie conuenient. W Ho 


the oꝛder of ſubdeacon,deacon, oz 
pꝛeeſte, let him in no wiſe be kepte 
backe oz fozbydden to aſcende vn⸗ 
to ſuch a degree foꝛ that he hath his 


let him be compelled to pꝛokeſſe cha 
ſtitye, whan they take ozders, wher⸗ 
by he ſhould fozſake his lawful wi⸗ 


ues company. Therkoꝛe it any man 

pꝛeſume contrary to the Canons ok 
the Apoſtles, to take away the mu⸗ 
tual embzaſinges and companiyng 


with their laufull wyues from an | 
pꝛeeſt, oꝛ deacon, let hum be diſgra⸗ 
ged: Likewyſe that pꝛeeſt whiche 


putteth away his wife foz religions 
fake, let him be excommunicate, and 
yk he lo contynue, diſgrade hym. 


Thus karre haue ye herd the wooz⸗ 


plaine, * the Canons of the Ro⸗ 
__ mwylhe | 


* re 


Apoſtles of Chziſt, oz the Komyſhe 
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myſhe ſozte, and the Canons of the 
Ipoſtles be contrart, The Apoſtles 
taught one thyng: The byſhop of 
Rome brought in andther. Rowe 


tudge you whether is bebe to vs 


which pꝛokeſſe Chꝛiſt, to follow the 


Antichziſt : The law of God, which 
wyllet ) byſhoges and pzeeſtes to 
mary: o2 the dactrine of the deuyll, 
as Paule caileth it, whiche kozbyd⸗ 
deth theym maryage. It is an ex⸗ 
treine wick ednes abhozred ot God, 
to ſtablyſhe x dekende a doctrine of 
deuils, cõtrarp to the wo, d of God, 

contrary to the example of the apo⸗ 
ſtles, contratye to the oꝛoze of the 
Pꝛimittue Thurche, to the ſubner⸗ 
ſiõ of chaſtitie, to the maintenãce of 
hoozdom, à ot er flechly beaſtlines: 
but whoſocuer foꝛbyodeth martage 
to theim that hahe not the gyfte of 


lole lite, ſtabliſhetq a doctrine of de⸗ 


uils, with al the inconnentences be⸗ 
foze ee eee foꝛbid 
„. ma⸗ 
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klage to them whiche hathe not the 
glitt of ſole lite, cõmaũd an extreme 
 wyckednefie abhozred of God, 
Foꝛa further pzofe of this my pur | 
pole, 4 haue thought good here to 
recite certayne pꝛactiſes of the byl⸗ 
ſhop of Rome, which he vled to bzig 
this matter to paſſe, It were to te⸗ 
dious, to rehearſe all the names of 
thoſe Antichziſtian byſhopes , that 


woere the patchers T pꝛoppers vp of 


this Decree. Net one oꝛ two of them 


can J not well paſſe ouer, but eſpe- 


cially Grego2ye the. vii. otherwyſe 
named Hildebꝛande, whoſe like, who 
ſoeuer hath read, may perceiue that 


he was one of the chiefe authozs of | 


the wyueleſſe Iyfe of the clergye. 

Reade thozoughout the Cronicles, | 

and J thynke you ſhal fynde few oz 

none moe vicious, moꝛe ambictous 
mone cruel, moꝛe lecherous: e ſhal 
be fozced ta ſay, that Hildebzad was 
euen a meete lerpent to ſpit out ſuch 

à poiſon at the cõmaũdment of An⸗ 
S 
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Thiltoziographers doth abũdãtly 


ried; But Otto pceauing right wel 
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tichziſt, amonge the people of God. 


teſtify, what tumultes x rufflynges 
he cauſed at Magũce + Coſtance, x 
many other places in Fraunce and 
Germanpe, koꝛ theſtabliſhment of 
this moſt abhominable law againſt 
the martage of pꝛeeſtes. 

And that ye may be the better ac⸗ 
quainted with his pzactiſes,both in 
theſe x ail other chziſtian Realmes, 
pe ſhal vnderſtand, that amõgeit o⸗ 
ther letters ſent to other parttes, he 


addꝛeſſed alſo hys letters to Otto 


byſhop of Conſtance, cõmaudyng, p 


he ſhuld foꝛbyd p mariage thꝛough 


out his dioceſe, of ſuche pʒeeſtes as 
were not pet maried, ⁊ that he ſhuld 
bzeke a looſe the matrimonial knot. 
betwene them, that were alredy ma⸗ 


thiigodly purpoſe of Hildeb. neither 
would diuozſe thoſe pꝛeeſtes which 
wer maried,notherdeny p libertt of 
mariage to ſuch pꝛeeſtes as wer yet 
e |, e 
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bumaryed , The byſhope of Rome 
thertoꝛe cutſed him, and diſcharged 
his ſubiectes of their dutpes = 
obedience towardes hym, and ap⸗ 
poynted Otto a dape, to appeare 
betoze him at Nome in a counſell a⸗ 


poynted. In that coũſel Hildebzãd 


with thother biſhops of Ftalt amo- 
geſt other thigs, eſtabliſhed ſtoutly 


_ alaw. that ro thencetozth, pꝛeeſtes 


ſhould not mary. And that ſuch as 
had marted,ſhuld other fozthw put 
away their wyues, o cls be cleately 
expelled from all eccleſiaſticall fun⸗ 
ction. And none to be admitted in⸗ 
to the oꝛdꝛe of pꝛeeſthode, vnleſle he 
fyzſt were lwozne, neuer to mary. 
This Decree of the ſole life of pzee= 
ſtes (when the counſell was diſſol⸗ 
ucd) was publyſhed th:oughe oute 
Jtaly, And the byſhops eucry wher 
there, were comanded botheto obey 
and execute it. Ind lykewyſe were 
the byſhoys of Fraunce fozced to o⸗ 
bey the determinacton of the ſame 
|  — Decree 
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Decree, made by that ſame counſel 
ot Rome: But the clergy of Fragce 
withſtode boldly Hildebzandes de- 
cree,and cried with one aſlent, affir⸗ 
myng, that counſell to be directly a 
gayn(t Goddes holye woozde, And 
that tze byſhop of Rome tooke that 
thyng awapye from pzeeltes, whiche 
both God and nature had gtuen vn 
to them: and that the ſatd byſhop of 
Rome was an heretique, 4 thauctoz 
of a wycked doctrine, by the ſugge⸗ 
ſtion not of the holy goſt, but ot the 
deupll himſelte: and mozeouer that 
his decree was contrary to this ſai⸗ 


png of Chꝛiſt: All receaue not this mb. 7. 


wooꝛde: and contrarpe alſo to this 
holſome doctrine of Saynt Baule: 


As touchyng virginitie Ihaue no cor 7. 


cõmaundement of che Lozde: And 
he that can not abiteyn, let him ma⸗ 
ry: And contrarye alſo bothe to the 
Canons ofthe Apoſtles, and of Hi⸗ 
cene counſel . They founde kaulte 
with this Fildebzade koꝛ þ he wolde 


Cl. baue 
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hadde alſo by this Decree openeda' | 
window to whoozedome and al vn⸗ 
clenneſſe. Jnſomuche that they an⸗ 


; was nothynge ſtirred with all theſe 
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haue theim contrary to the oꝛder of 
nature, lpue lpke Angels without 
the company of women, and that he 


ſwered with one voice, that thei had 


rather lole their benekices, then foz- 
ſake (agapnſte the woozde of the 
L o2de ) theite wyues. And (ſayde 


they ) if maryed pꝛeeſtes be an euyl 
ſoght to the biſhop of Komes eyes, 
2 let hym call Ingelles downe 
from heauen to be miniſters in the 
Churche. But the byſhop of Rome 


god!y tealons ⁊ authozities of ſcrip 
ture, neither pet with the Decree of 
the holly icene counſell, but mo- 
ued continyallye the myndes of the 
byſhops, with ſwarmes of imbaſſa⸗ 
dours . a ſendyng of letters thycke 
and thiefolde , Kerns theym los 
their llackenelſe a 1557 ence, and 
alſo thzetnyng themw the plage | 
RE 0 


aͤnd no eaſpe thynge to comp 
he admonyſhed theyin krendlye of 
this Romylh Decree, geupng them 


woulde of thetm ſelues willyngipe 
do that thyng , whiche they ſhoulde 
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of his curſe, vnleſſe they comp elled 
their pꝛeeſtes to obeye His Decree , 
So that a greatnumbye of biſhops 
beyng fo2ced by this tirannye of the 
byſhop of Rome, applyed them ſel⸗ 


ues to take away the lawfull law of 
matrimonp frome their pꝛeeſtes. 

But tharchebiſhop of Magũce per 
2 


ceauing that it woulde be a we 


take Mariage cleane awape — 
the pzceſtes of his Dioceſſe: fy2ite 


halte a yearcs reſpite, foz to conſult 


. vpon the thynge, and aduertiſpng 
them earneſtely to obey the byſhop 


of Rome and hym. And that they 


in concluſpon, wyll they nyll they, 
be conſtrayned to dooe: otherwple 
he ſhuld be fozced to attempte ſome 
thing moze greuous agaynlt them. 
The 1 peare — expy - 


? 


ced, 
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red, Tharchebyſhop called acon- 
uocation at Trtiozt, where he com- 
manded them, accozTyng tothe bl= } 
ſhop of Romes decree, either vtter- 
ly to foſake and kozlwere mariage, 
02 elles to lcaue ot their eccleſiaſti⸗ 


cal miniſterie:but the clergte deren 


ded them lelues againſt Hildebꝛan⸗ 
des Oecree, with ſcriptures, with 
reaſons, with laiynges of counſels, 
with theraples of their forefathers, 
c with a numbze of vnanſwcrable 


argumentes, wherby they pzoued, 


that the layod Decree was nothyng 
to be eſtemed, but to be woꝛthyly of 
all men retected. And whan tharche 
b! ſhop replied, latiyng, that he was 
compelled of the biſhop of Kee, x4 
that he could do ns leſſe but accom⸗ 


: plilhe and k*p2 his lawes. The cler 


gy perceauyng that there coulde be 

no meanes made to compalle they? 

biſhop, neither by diſputation, nei⸗ 

ther yet by intreaty, they withbzew 

FER (ciues a litell from the as 
| 71 
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as purpoſyng to conſulte vpon the 
matter: ſome thought not good to 
returne into the counſell, and (ome 
other thought it was good to ce⸗ 
turne, and pluck tharchebiſhop out 
bol his chaite by the eares, handling 
hym as he had deleryed, that there 
might a notable teſtimonp remapn 
to their poſterite ot᷑ his wozthy beth 
on that ſozte, ſo that all his lucce(- 
tours might take enlample by gym 
to beware how they toke away ſuch 
pziuileges and libertees from the 
clergt. Tharchcbiſhops ſpies,made 
repozte vnto hpm of theyr intente, 
that went out. Then lent the arche- 
- byſhope ſomme of his frendes to 
them that were without, foz to coun 
ſell them ta conceaue à good opini⸗ 
on of their biſhop, and to wp] them 
quictly to retourne agapn into the 
counſell. They were contented and 
retourned. Than the archebyſhop 
made pꝛomile, that he would do the 
| ye coulde to cHInge the i 
0 


ladour and the archebyſhape 
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of Romes mynde, wyllyng them in 
the meaneſcaſon to returne to their 
cures. The next pere kolowyng, the 
byſhop of Pagunce at the coman- + | 
dement of the byſhop named Curi- 
enſis (who the biſhop of Rome had 


lent in ambaſſage vntohym, bothe | 
with his letters and comandement) 


called a counſayle at Magunce. In 
this counſayle he commaunded the 
clergie vnder the peyne of curſyng, 
that they wolde immedtatly in that 
pꝛeſent Synode, either vtterly foz- 
ſage their wyues, 02 els their mint= | 
ſtery koꝛ cuer. The Clergie plea⸗ 

did theyz owne cauſe boldely: and 
whan they perceyued that their an 
ſwere coulde not be herde, but that 
they ſhould be compelled by the ty⸗ 
rannie of the byſhop of Nome, to o⸗ 
beye, there was a ſodayn tumulte, 
wherein the ruffelynge was ſo vio⸗ 


lente, and with ſuche a force, that 


bothe the byſhop of Kom:s ambal⸗ 
were 
put 


* 


Che counſayl bꝛake vp. The arche* 


gaynſte all reaſons , whyche were 


un AN IAE 
putte in teopardie of their lyues. 


byſhop perceyuynge and tearyvnge 
the daunger of the matter, woulde 
medle no moze with the reaſonyng 
therin, but committed all togither 
to the byſhop ot Rome, therein to 
doo what he ſhoulde thyntze good. 


But he would here neither Scrip⸗ 


ture, neyther reaſon, neyther any 
aunctent wzyter ſence the apoſtles 
tyme . His eares were ſtopped a⸗ 


rontrarye to his opinpon: he hea- 
ped vp his thunderboltes of cur⸗ 
ſynges and excommunications v⸗ 
pon all theym that woulde not o⸗ 
beye this ſayenge of his: we wpll, 
charge, and ſtrapteiy commaunde 
vou. He wente koozthe on lpke 
hym ſelke, withoute all feare of 
God , withoute all reuerence to 
the holly Scriptures, as a hozne 
woode beaſte , foz the maynte - 
naunce of his dyuelyſhe Decree, 

T pzeten · 
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pꝛetendyng alwaies a zeale to cha⸗ 
ſtitee, that he myght the ſafelyer 


lyue without luſpicion in his accu⸗ 


ſtomed lecherous like, whereok the 
hiſtozies doth plentuoudy intreate, 
and thus by violence and tyzannie, 


hecompaſſed his purpoſe, 


The lyk? pꝛactyſe to this that 
was vſed in Italye Fraunce and 
Germanpe, hath been vſed alſo in 
Englande by the byſſhops at ſun⸗ 
dzye tymes, but namely in kynge 
Edgars dapes, thozough the ſug⸗ 
gcitton of the bylſhohpes, Dun⸗ 
ſton ,Cthelwald, and Olwalde ,thze 
monkes, bywhole pꝛocurement to 
John the. viii. of that name. biſhop 
of Nome. The pziſtes, who were na 
med ſecular canons, vere banpſhed 
out of their colizges or Wyncge⸗ 
ſter and Wozcetter, and ſundz/ o⸗ 
ther places of the realme, bycauſe 


they hadde wyucs , and monkes 1 


were placed in they? roumes , 
The chiece cauſe that was laps 4 
their 
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they? charge wherfoze to put them 

oute of their lyupnges was; that 
they were maried. But why 7 pꝛdy 
you were th: monkes nowe of late 
dayes agayne diſplaced: If Paz 
trimonte myght be called a faulte 
(as God fo;bydde that any chztiten 
tongue ſhoulde abuſe it ſelte in 10 


ſocatzynge) pet had it been but one 


fault. Nowe foꝛ that one faulte (as 
they call it) what a numbꝛe of tau⸗ 
tes apc you, were there kounde 
inthe abbates at the kynges mate⸗ 
ſties viſtt ation: Dyd not the con⸗ 
keſſions of theim ſelues, in man r 
without examination wytnes thoſe 
abbays to be the ſtoze houles of al 
vicious iyfe an? abhomination⸗ 

Was ot there couched togither in 
one dunghyll, ſuperſtition, ybola- 
trie, p2yoe, malice, ydelneſe, 


lutes of they: bodyes other ways! 
and vnder = pꝛetence of obedy⸗ 
ence 


\ 
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igno= 
rance, abhozryng of marpage, and 
pet a ſatiſſpeng of their tynkynge 
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ence to theyr Abbotte oz pzyoure, © 
dyſobedyence to God, and theyr 
pzynce, Ac. Theſe were the holly 


ones, whoine Dunſtone placed tn 


ſteede of the Pꝛeeſtes, whyche ly⸗ 
ued in Godlye marryage . Thele 
were the chaſte and vertuous lp⸗ 
uers , agaynſte whole Iyfe it was 
not lawkulle to (peake . But pee 
mape (ce by they ouerthzowe, how 
well God was plealed with theyz 
woozkes, Pe may ſee how . 


gun buylded Babylon, and hathe 
ttred thoſe b: yndlynges to their 
vtter confuſton, and his moſte hea⸗ 


lp God hath caſte downe theyz be⸗ 


uenly gloꝛy. Thetentred theyꝛ hon 


ſes as though God hadde geuen 
theim poſſeſſion , but thankes bee 
geuen to God who hath ſent Chziſt 


with his whyppe , challengynge - 


theym koꝛ papyſtes and lyars, and 
declarynge to all the whole woꝛlde 


| they haue mad? his howle a 
Sodo⸗ 


Henry? the fyzite his dapes, the 


at that tyme a ſtraunge matter 
vnto theym: Fox as Hunting Sew 7. 


Counſaplle at London where he 
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Sodompticall denne of beaſtelpe 
blynde wretches and ſteale ſwat 
theeues. The lelfe ſame thynge 
was alſo pꝛactyſed by Inſelinear- 
chebyſhoppe of Caunterburpe, in 


ſeconde peare of his Repgne, in 

a Counſapllie holden at London, , 
where he kozbadde the pzeeſteg of 
Englande to haue wpues. It was 


doncenlis doceth wipte, they were 
neucc fozbydden vntyll that day, 
And ſoz @ confyunacion of An 
ſelmes kacte, there was ſente in- 


of Rome one Joannes Cremen 
ſes, a Cardynalle, who helde a 


alledged many reaſones fo2 the 
reſtrapnte and pꝛohybytyon k 
Pꝛeeſtes inarriages, and amongeſt 

other allegactons, he ſapde, hy 


Genet 4 V 


to Englande, frome the Byſhope 


fopalſethit although he hadde the 
ſam: day ſay»de maſſe (which he cal 
led themakyage of Gods body) he 


_. bnderthenameot pzeeſte, boſhob⸗ 1 
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was an erceadynge great abhomf: ' | 


nacion, fo; a pꝛeeit to aryſe rome a 


whozes (t5c(fo2 ſo he called pꝛeeſtes 


lawfull wpues) and immedtatly to 
goe make gods body. Pet it came 


was taken with a whoze the ſame 
nyght. From whence came this ke⸗ 
low I pꝛay you? came he not frome 
Rome: was he not a Cardinal;was 


he not ſent frome the capttayne ge⸗ 


nerall of Antichziſtes kyngdome = 
the byſſhoppe of Rome him ſeifez 
What necde we then to doubt from 


Some cry,the Church the Church: 


was not this Cardinall trowe you bl 


a meete membꝛe of the Churche, to 


make a lawe fo: therulynge of the 


Churche : Thus hathe the deupll 


whence this lawe of wyueleſſe lykfe 
came tpꝛſt, and who were the ſtabli⸗ 1 
Hers therof? _ 


did. boo Dr Gn b Yon Yo Yo WO Be 


neuer alowed ß doctrine of ſole life, 
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Cardinall, Pope, and Churche, 
deceaued all the woꝛlde. Surely J 
am perſwaded that it was doone by 
the hyghe pꝛouidence of God, that 
this Cardinall ſhoulde be ſo taken 
in luche a trappe, at that tyme eſpe⸗ 
cially, bicauſe he would haue it no⸗ 
tified to all the whole wozlde, that 
the wyueleſſe lyfe of pꝛeeſtes, which 
Antichuſt ſtudied to bzyng to paſſe, 
was altogither the deuils Doctrine, 


and contrarye to the mynde of the 
holy ghoſte. Pe mape ſe, that this 


Church of Rome is the well ſpzing 
of all the poyſon that hath infected 
thuniuerſal church of Chziſtẽdome. 
All the Greke Churche hath ben, 
from the Apoſtles tym? to this dap, 
cleare trom this hereſp, in that they 


but haue continued cõtrarpe, in the 
doctryne of the Apoſtles ,-as the 
byſhop of Nome conkeſleth in hys 
owne Decrees. Aliter ſe orientalium 
habet radio eccleſiarum, alicer huius 
D. i. | ſanctæ 


diſt N 
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S, Ro, eccleſig: ni eaꝶ ſacerdotes, Di- 
aconi,autſubdiaconi,matrimonio copu 
latur: Iſti au ic ecclie,uel occidẽtaliũ, nul 
I ſacerdotũ, à ſubdiacono uſq; ad epm, 
licẽtiã habet cõiugiũ ſortiẽdi 9 


Nome) haue one tradicton à ozdze, a 
this holly church or Rome another: 
foꝛ the pꝛeſtes, deacõs, ſubdeacõs 
_ of the Greke church, doth maty but 


nm pzceit of the churche of Rome, oz 


of þ welt churches, frõ ſubdeacõ to þ 
degree of a biſhop hath liccle to ma 


tinued the doctrine of the Apoſt. in 


which haue bꝛought in, the cotrarp 
doctrine, Nowe then is my purpole 
p:0ucd.x your merueilyng (howe it 


pvut away their wyues anſwered, in 
pit is ſhewed, that it is by doctrine 


bol the deupl, a x ſir publiſhed by the 
. "Romiſh byſhoppe, otherwyſe calley 
Autichziſt, nenn to * pꝛophectes 


ty. By this text may ye ſee, not ouly 
who thei be which hath begun & con 


this popnt, but alſo who they bee, 


came firſt to paſſe that pꝛeelles dyd 


hechur. 
ches of the Eaſt, (ſaith thebſhep of 


1 e 6 * 


ther haly ins lat w their wines after 


did ) cõpate mariage of a wife ⁊ lieg 


not denied to pꝛeſteg foꝛ þ own ſake, 
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of Paul # Dantel, Some ſophiſtet A pꝛeen 
wold pet ꝑaduenture frame further mar ma 


1 
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caucllatio,griting g pꝛeſts may ma that pe 
ty betoꝛe they be pꝛeſtes, but it muſt yaty ce⸗ 
not ( wil thet ſay ) be grated, that thet ccyucd 
mat mary after thei be oute etred in pt. 
to p hotly oꝛdꝛe of pꝛeſthod. But mp pode. 
fo:mer reſon wel watd, wil make a re 

dy way fo: an aſwer to this obiectiõ. 


Fo: if it be grãted, ö thapoſties æo⸗ 


thei wer called x choſẽ to theit mint⸗ 
ſericas I haue befoze pꝛoued þ thet 


W a wife togither, + when it ſhal ap 
ere vnto you.) mariage ofa wife,ts 
as (inal an oftece as liyng Wa wife, 
ye will ve as redy to graunt the one, 
as ye wer to graunt the other. Al the 
woꝛld mult graũt, p matrimony is 


bicauſe of it ſelte it is an holy thyng 
oꝛdeined of God: but bicauſe as the 
tend or the mutual copany betwen 
man x the womã, which followeth 
F D. it, | matri⸗ 
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matrimony, ⁊ is iudged of the vn⸗ 
learned, an vngodly thynge. Howe 
then the mutuall companye of the 
pzecit æ his wyte, beyng tounde lau⸗ 


tult amongeſt ſuche as be all redye 


entred into the ozdze of pꝛeeſthode, 

ye muſt nedes graũt, that to marry 
is as lautuil, which is of it ſelte no 
euyll thing but good, not vngodly 
but lautul a honozable in al ſtates. 


How lay pe to Þ very woꝛds of God 
him ſelfe in the. xxi.chap. ot Leuit. 
L cuit. i. mhere he laide:Sacerdos uiduam, pro- 


phanam, repudiatam, & meretricem no 
ducet in uxorem, ſed uirginem. (The 
pꝛeeſt ſhall mary no wydow, no hea- 
then woman, no deuozſed woman, 

noꝛ no cõmen women, but a virgin 
ok his owne nacion Pieeſtes be not 
ſo ſtraitly tyed with lawes, nowe in 
the tyme of the lyght of the goſpell, 

as the were in the ſhadowe of Mo⸗ 


ſeg: And yet ye ee, that cuen in the 


myddes of the Moſaicali comaun- 
dementes, erer might marrye 


» 
. 
> 


after 


how muche moze ought we to obeye 


nother place there is in the decrees 
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after he was a pꝛecſt:and ik his wife 
died, he might by the ſame law mar⸗ 

ry the widow ot an other pzeeſt, whit 

che thinge Innocencius the. i. had 

in remembzaunce in his Decree, ſai⸗ 

pnge: Mulierem uiduam clericus non '* Peere- 
ducat uxorem: quia ſcriptum eſt: Sa- ang = 
cerdos uxorem uirginemaccipiat, non mags via 7 
uiduam, non reiectam. xc. e ma ſee 4nirns © 
that in the time of Jnnocencius the thomegen 
firit , a pꝛeeſt myght inarry atter he 

was pꝛieſt. And Leo the firſt, entrea 

tyng of the lame matter, ſayed: Si 

in ueteri teſtamento hec ſacerdotalium Epife. 85, 
coniugiũ forma, ſeruata eſt, quanto ma- 

gis ſub reuelata iam gratia conſtituti, a- 
poſtolicis debemus inſeruire pręceptis: 

It this maner of pꝛeſtes martages 

was obſerued in the olde teſtament, 


the Apoſtolicall comaundementes, 
beyng now in the tyme of grace: A 


which pꝛoueth this poynte , wherof 
theſe bee the wozdes : Diaconus qui- 


Di14cont. 
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n- .. cumq; cum ordinantur, ſi in ipſa ordina- 
Diſtin. 28 
tione proteſtati ſint, dicentes ſe uelle ha- 


cx ſtuolo bere uxores, nec poſſe ſe continere, ſi po 


Ancyria ſtea ad nuptias peruenerit, maneant in 
tans, ca. miniſterio: propterea ꝙ his Eps licen- 
38 . tiam dederit. That is to lay ;: What 


ſoeuer Deacons they be, that make 
pꝛoteſtacion in takyng of thetr Oz- 
dꝛes, that thet wyl haue wyues, and 
that thei can not refrayne:; 
they marry atterwarde, pet ſhal thet 
remayne in their miniſtery, bicauſe 
the Byſhoßp hath ſo licenced theym. 

In theſe wooꝛdes map pe learne, 


that ſome marryed, oꝛat the leaſte, 


that it was not agaynſte the lawes 
ok God, but that they myght marry 
utter the receiuyng of their oꝛdzes, 


and a pꝛouiſo alſo, that they ſhould 


not be dilgraded koz ſo doing. It pe 
allege, that Ordo impedit matrimo- 
niũ contractum, & dirimit contrahen- 
dum, Ozders let the contracting of 
matrimonp, and bꝛeake matrimony 
alreadye contracted, J wyll ſet the 
„„ 7" who 


Jn caſe 


— „K 
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bydden: Unto the which ſaiyng,all 


ita ut non ualentes aut no uolentes con- 


lẽtur illicito coitu, ci ipſoꝶ grauisſimo 


N ARIAGE. 
Biſhope ot Rome to anſwere pou 
with his Decrees, who ſapeth: Co- _... 

pula ſacerdotalis, nec legali nec euãgeli- — wg 
ca, nec apoſtolica authoritate ꝓhibetur, ay pi 


eccleſiaſtica tantum le e interdicitur . | 
gcl * Caſa 2 6. 


The martage of pꝛeeſtes is not foz-.. 
bydden, neither by the law of Goo, 
neither by the law ot thegoſpel,ne- 


ther pet by the Apoſtles, but by the 
Eccleſtaſticall law it is vtterly foz- 


the learned men both in the lawe, 4 
in the ſcole learnyng, as Panozmt- 
tane, Thomas, Albert, Duns, Bo- 
nauenture ⁊ other, doth agree: In 
ſomuch that Panozmitanus þ gret 
learned lawyer ſayeth : Melius fore, 
& pro bono ac ſalute animaxz ſalubrius, 
{i & uniuscuiuſq; uolũtati reliqueretur, 


tinere, posſint contrahere, Quia expe- 
rientia docente, comperimus contrariũ 
effect ſequi ex illa geren hodie pleriq; 
nõ uiuãt ſpũalit᷑, nec ſint mũdi, ſed macu 


peccato, 


D. lil. 
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to, vbi cum propria vxore eſſet caſt itas, 


That is: It were better and whol⸗ 


ſomer koꝛ the {aluation of ſoules , 


that this thynge were lekte to eucty 


mans wyll, ſo that ſuche as eyther 


could not oz wold not abſtein, might 
marry : to we perceaue now by ex⸗ 


perience, that there toloweth a cons 


trary effect of the lawe of ſole lyte: 
fo;almuche as many nowe a dates 


lyue not ſpiritually, neythcr bee 


_  clcane, but defyled with vſpug vn- 
4 lauful commixtions, to the heinous 
Offence of God, where as if it were 
with theyz owne wyues, it were cha⸗ 
ſtitee. In theſe woozdes pe may ſee 
the great clerke Panozmitan lamet 
this lawe of wiueleſſe iyfe, à fynde 


reat faute therwith. Which thyng 
had com from God. But fr6 whens 


this lawe came fyz\t, J haue decla- 
red largely befoze, that it was deut- 
(ed by the dyuel, and publyſhed and 


alſo llabipſhed in all chziſten real⸗ 
mes 


e wold neuer haue don, tf that 50. 


MARI1IAGE. 7 


mes where it was receaued, by the 
vicars of Antich:iſt. Then mape J 
grauntyou,that Oꝛders let the con 
tractyng of inatrimony,and bzceaze 
the ma:riinony all redy contracted, 
not by the lawe of God, but by the 


la we ot the byſhop of Rome whoſe 


lawe here hath the name of the ec⸗ 
cleſtaſticall lawe, and ſo my fozmer 
reaſons ſtand in their full ſtrengthe 
and fotc2. Faber Stapulenſis doth 
expꝛeſle to the eye this diuelyſh law 
with a very pꝛoper ſtmilitude, wher 
by the diuels craft is liuely diſcifu- 
kid and opened to all mens ſighte. 
Thus he ſaith: Apoſtolicum nupti- 
arum ricum retinuerũt Gręci, neq; mu- 
tare voluerunt. Agamiam acceptaue- 
tunt alite eccleſiæ, vnde plurimi per de- 
teriorem incor.tinentiam lapſi, in pedi- 
cas inciderunt diaboli: Araneos vides 
veneno turgentes, tam ſubtilia retia te⸗ 
xete, que oculos fallere poſſit: quicquid 


in epiſt. i. 


incidit, mortifero morſu necant: & pri 


mum quod aggrediuntur caput eſt, ſen 


ſus 


2b 
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ſus auferentes. Hz dæmonis & laque- 
orum eius mira arte & ſubtilitate no- 
dis prętenſorum, & venenatorum mor 


ſuum, quædam ſunt adumbrationes, qui 


etiam retia plærunq; nectit, in his qua 
clariora & ſanctiora videntur , The 


- Grecians (ſapthe he) kept ſtyll the 


vſe of the apoſtles in mariage, and 


woulde not change it. Other chur⸗ 
ches receaued to lyue without ma⸗ 
riage, by the meanes wherof many 
ol them fallynge into further and 

greater incontinencie, were trap- 


ped in the ſnares of the dyuelle. 
Ye ſee the ſpyders, wyche be ſwel⸗ 


lynge full with poyſone, make fo 


fyne nettes, that they can ſcarſelp 
bee ſcene, in thoſe nettes what ſo 


euer falleth, they kyil it with their 
deadely bytte . The kyꝛſte thynge 
that they aſſaulte , is the head, 
deſtropenge there the ſenſes, Thele 
nettes bee certayne kygures ofthe 


dyuell, and of his venomed ran 
e 


fos 


\| ſpyder maketh her thzeede ſo fyne, 


MARIAGE. 


foz vs by hym with a meruaylous 
arte and ſubtiltee. Who common- 
ly knitetth his nettes in thoſe thyn⸗ 
ges, whiche appere moze cuidente, 
and moze holly, Thus farre Faber 
hathe declared by this ſimilitude, 
that as the (pydcr (pynneth her 
webbe with muche arte, ſo hath the 
dyuell with muche arte made his 
ſnare of wpueleſſe lyfe : And as the 


that it cannot well be ſeene whan 
it hangeth in the lyghte, ſo hathe 
the dyuell made this ſnare ſo fyne 


and plealant in the outward ſhewe 


with a face of holyneſſe,Þ many can 
not well ſee it, although they be in 
the lyght of the goſpell. And as the 
ſpider by the help ok her fine nettes, 
catcheth an tnfinitenabze mo than 
ſhe ſhuid do otherwiſe, ſo þ diuel by 
p heip of this cloke holy ſnare, cat 


— 
— 


theth an ifinit nübꝛe of ſoules, moze 


thẽ he ſhuld do otherwiſe. 


So ß this 


tompellid chaſtitee (moſt „ | 
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thename of chaſtitee) mai right wel 
bee called one of the diuelles chieke 
huntyng nettes. It a man calle to 
remembꝛance the churche of the old 
tyme, wherin it was laufull fo2 pꝛe⸗ 


ſtes and other eccleſtaſticatl minp⸗ 


the churche that is nowe adays, he 
hall fyndc in that churche, citees, 


townes, countreyes, delertes, eue⸗ 


ry where replenyſhed with a wyl⸗ 
lynge chaſtneſſe and continencie of 


al 


ſters to marye. and compareth it to 


folitarye lyuers, of clarkes and of 


lape men, oz that gaue theim ſelues 


to no other imbꝛaſynges but theim 


bduly whiche be in chaſte matrimo⸗ 
nie. But he ſhall fynde the churche 
nowe adates, which ts bonde under 
the lawe ot wiucleſle life and of kai⸗ 
ned chaſtitee, moſt filthily ſteyned 


with the ſoottes of foznication, ad⸗ 


an * 00 ee, a BE — 


ulterp, inceſt, and Sodomitical ab- 
hominatton. 2 
Thus haue IJdeclared fpzſt, that 


mariage and d pzleſthode may _ 
ogt- : 


Eee V 23 wn. 


kynde of rule. than to the only oz⸗ 
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togyther. 
And than that mariage is no hin 
derance to a godiyIyfe, 
Thyzdely, that ha apoſtles dyd 
not put away their wpues after the 
tyme they were called to the pꝛea⸗ 
chynge of the goſpell. 
Fourthlp , hat no pꝛieſt may put 
away his wyke, vnder the pꝛetence 
of religion. And that that vle was 
fy2ſte bzoughte in by the byſhope 
And laſt of all, that a pꝛieſt map 
marry, after thar he hath receaued 
the o2der of pꝛieſthode. 
Nowe remaineth onely to be an- 
\wered the obtection of the vowe, 
whiche ts bothe fondly and wzong⸗ 
fully lapd to all ſuch pꝛeſtes charge 
as wer neuer p2ofeſſed to any other 


der ot pꝛieſthode. Fon if it could be 
pꝛoued by the holy ſcriptures, oz els 
by any other ſtrong and godly rea⸗ 
ſon, that ſecular pꝛieſtes (as they be 
. 
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tearmed) whan they be admitted to 
their miniſtration, make a vowe ne⸗ 
uer to marry, but glwatcs to liue a 
ſole and a wiueles lite, then wold J 
either haue pelded oꝛ anſwered with 
like reaſon æ like authozitee in their 
behalke, as the woꝛde of god ſhulde 
haue ruled me. But ſeyng it can not 
be pꝛoued, that there is any ſuche 
vowe made by any ſuch pꝛeeſt at the 
keceuing of his charge at the byſho 
pes hand, J can not but meruaple 
greatly, why the aduerſaries of pꝛe 
ſtes mariages woll not of a like loꝛt 
peld in their argument, their groũd 
 beyngenothyng, and their reaſons 
vnrelonable. Let the very ſelf ſame 
boohe be iudge in this cauſe, wher⸗ 
with the byſhope vſeth to geue 02- 
ders, and it (hall appecre to the 
whole wozlde, that neyther the by⸗ 
(top maketh any requeſt of an vn- 
maried lyfe to the pꝛeeſt in gyuyng 
hum orders, neythere vet pꝛomp⸗ 
ſeth the pateſte an — Iyte in 

 recea- 


i. WW 1 WW 
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receaupnge theim. This fentence, 
Accipe iugum caſticatis , Take the 
poke of chaſtitee, Js not in all the 
whole boke: whiche hath not with- 
ſtandynge been alwates bothe con⸗ 
monly and wꝛongkully alleged as a 
matter ot weight, but it hath this 
ſentẽce:Accipe iugum domini, Take 
the poke of the veep: : whiche ma⸗ 


keth nothing koꝛ the pꝛoke that pꝛe 
ſtes ſhulde lyue lole, but that they 
ſhuld liue godly. Net foꝛ this ſayig 


wzong alleged, pꝛeeſtes haue been 


chalenged toz voraries, as though 
they had made a ſolemne pꝛofeſſion 
neuer to enter into the holy ſtate of 
mattimony. E 0 p thts reaſon hath 
en ſo cõmon, and fo comonly publt 
ſhed by þ avucrſaries of mariage + 
the pꝛoctoꝛs of vobots, p almoſt the 
rudeſt in a coũtret can redily obiect 
it, takĩg it to be a very ſtrõa 4 au in 
ſoluble argumet. wherfoze J thou - 
ght good to admoniſh ſuch as here 
cofoze mutt be by this relon We 
at 


learned man wold take the paypnes 
to reſolue the vnlearned ſozte tous 
chyng that poynt, who myght open 
to them ſomwhat ok the matter, that 
they ſhould not eſteme it ſo heinous 
a thynge as they dooe, that a man 
whiche hathe vowed to lyue all his 
life ſole, ſhould in concluiton marry 
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that they ſhal no moze credyte their 
 wzongallegacios with, whom thet 
bt wont to enchaũt the eares of the 
vnlearned. 
reth but a ſiender ſolucion foz the 
dekence of them, which haue in celi⸗ 
gion withoute queſtion vowed o⸗ 
penly, to lyue ſole all the dayes of 


Pet bicauſe this appea⸗ 


thetr pfe IJ haue wylhed that ſom 


notwithſtanding his vowe. But ſe⸗ 


thoui ght good toleaue of wyſhyng 


ànd kall to wzityng in that poynte, 
when J 
True it is, that it can not be pꝛoued 

by ſcripture, that an Chziſten man 


ſee few 02 none els wyll. 


* 


png my wiſhyng taketh no ſuch ek ⸗ 
kecte, as my wyll was it ſhoulde, 4 


| 
. 


1 
N 
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pꝛeeſt oʒ other can make anye ſuche 
vowe oc lole lyt᷑e, whiche he can not 
reuotze agayne when it ſhall pleaſe 
God to call him to a contrary ſtate, 
and pet is the contrary opinion de- 
fẽded as though ther were nothing 
moe trew. The place of ſcripture 
which is now moſt alleged to pꝛoue 
the ſtrengthe of the vowe by, is in 


the fyꝛſt to Timothe the firſt epiſtle * Tino 


where Paule ſapeth: The wydowes 
bee ſubiecte to the Uauuder of the 
wo;lde , becauſe they haue bzoken 
th eir koꝛmer pꝛomiſe. It᷑ it be graũ- 
ted that Paul in this place ſpeketh 
of vowes, which thing is in queſti⸗ 
on, and then afterwarde the ſame 
place be well wayed, it wyll appeare 
that he geueth a determinate ſen⸗ 
tence, that all vowes of ſole lyfe be 
of none effect which be made vnder 
the age of th:eſcoze yeares, Foꝛ the 
texte hath theſe woꝛdes. Non minor 
annis ſexaginta, Not vnder thage of 
thzeſcoze peares. By the ozdzethen 

„ that 
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that ſcripture openeth in this place, | 
23:1 11 all bowes of ſole ipte that be made 
7: | ml beroze that age, bee voyde and of 
„ none eſtecte, bicauſe they bee not a⸗ 
3 gteabie to the woozde of God. Jt | 
| s euident that Paule in this place 
9 wylled Timothte not to credyte the 
# ponger ſozte in their vowynge, but 
aduyſed him to obtecte vnto theym 
theit youth x their wanton courage 
increaling in them that were viider 
that age, æ ſo to put them ot, and to 


concute them, as it is plapne by the 

- vipngof the Greke wo2de, eil ö, 
which ſignitieth, conkute. Do that 
hee alloweth not the vowe of the 
ponger huſwiues, but willeth them 
to marrye and bꝛynge foozthe chyl⸗ 
dꝛen, contmewpnge in the hollye 
ſtate of matrimony. that the aduer⸗ 
5 ſaryes of the Goſpell ſhoulde haue 
1 | no tult occaſion to be offended with 
l herr trade ok liuyng, who woulde 
otherwyſe bee readye to teſte and 

' rayie vpon them, in caſe thet ſhulde 

1 ps _ cepent 
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repent theym, and marrye contra⸗ 


type to their koꝛmer determinacion. 


This note of inconſtancp, Paule 
koꝛeſawe that it ſhoulde be a blotte 
to the wydowes whiche were cho⸗ 


ſen to bee fedve of the Congrega⸗ 


cion, not eaſpe tobe wyped awaye, 


but that euer they ſhoulde bee ſub- 


tectefo2 it, to the obloqui and ac⸗ 
cuſacion of th? people. And foz that 
cauſe Paule ſayde , that they were 
ts Ga A,, habentes iudicjum, 
meanynge thereby not the condein⸗ 
nacion bef9ze GO D, but the re- 
pꝛoche and iudgement of the w921d, 
To aduoyde thys inconuentence 
Paule admonpthed Timothpe to 
refuſe ſuche as wouldc ſhew to bee 
founde of the Congregacion befoze 
the fozenamed age, [atyng; luniores 
reyce, Admit none of the yöger loꝛt, 
koꝛ feare God ſhuld be diſhonoured 
by ſuch as had ozo(cffed his name. 
Fo:almuche, then as the vow? (it 
ye or ha ſo call it) oz the pzompſe ot 
E. ti. ſuche 


1. Tim 5. 
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ſuche as make pꝛompſe of ſolelyfe, 
betoze the age of thzelcozeperes , is 
rim. g againſt thozdze that Paule ( inducd 
with the lpirit of god)dyd pꝛelcribe, 
it mult neades be graunted, that all 
ſuche vowes be voyde and df none 
effect. But it map peraduenture be 
bblected of ſome, ſuch as wyl not be 
anſwered, that we ought not to call 
agapne our vowe, if we make it be⸗ 
fon the age of thaeſcoze , bycauſe 
5ſal . aß . the ſcripture ſapeth Vouete & red- 
dite Domino, Uowe and rendꝛe it to 
the Loꝛde. This obiection is thus 
aͤnſwered, that we be bounde to ren- 
der the thing that we vow, accoꝛdig 
to the oꝛdꝛe appoynted in lcripture, 
if we perceaue the thynge to ſtande 
with the pleaſure and glozy of God 
and the ozdze of his woozde. But 
it is alleaged that Paule woulde | 
not haue = vow of ſole Iyfe alow- 
ed koꝛz good, befoze the age of thzee 
ſcoʒe yeres. Then he that bzeaketh 
the vow of ſole ute made * that 
yme 
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tyme, bzeaketh no vowe, that is to 
ſay, no Chꝛiſtian vowe, but a wyc⸗ 
ked and a diuelyſh vow, bycaule it 
was made contrary to the oꝛdze ap⸗ 
poynted in the wooꝛde of God. 

It muſt ncades be granted, that all 
our doynges mult haue a relſpect to 
the glozyp of God, and the rule pꝛe⸗ 
ſcribed in hollye ſcriptures . It we 
vowe oz pzompyſle any thyng other⸗ 
wyſe, then this rule ruleth vs, wee 
be bownde to vndooe the thynge a- 
gayne that we haue done. Euenas 
the wyfe was bownd to vnuowe a⸗ 
gayn that thing, whervnto her - 
bande wouldenot conſent . Ind as 
the ſeruaunt to vnvow agapyne that 
thyng, whervnto the mailter would 
not conſente. And as the chylde, to 
vn vowe agayne that thynge wher⸗ 
vnto his father would not conſent: 
So bee wee bownde to vnbowea- 
gayne that thynge, where vnto we 
perceaue in our ſeife by lackyng of 
the gyftethat our heauenip father 
E ui. dothe 


4 


DEFENCE OP 


doth not conſent. Jn this mynde it 

is p{ain that S.Ctpzian was when 

he willed the virg ins, who had pꝛo⸗ 
myled to lyue a ſole lyte, to marty, it 

they perceyued not the gyite gyuen 
vnto them lo to contynew, as it ap + 
peareth in the. ci. Epiſtle ot his firſt 
booze in thele woꝛdes: Quod ſi ſe ex 


n MM ge Chriſto dicauerunt, pudice & caſte 
| I'S | - fine vila fabula perſcuerent. Si autem 
1 perſeuerare nolunt, vel non poſſunt, 
- ns melius eſt ut nubant q; in ignem delt- 


tijs ſuis cadant. Certe multum fratri- 
bus aut ſororibus ſcandalum faciant. 


That is to ſay: If it ſo be that thei 


19 haue taytht ully dedicated them ſel⸗ 
. ues to hie, let them ſo withoute 
1  ftatnpng chafily and reuerently con 
' [BY tine o. But tf lo be, chat either they 
LY... wyll not 02 can not fo continew, it 


3 better toztheim to mariye, then 
chat they ſhoulde fall to burnynge 
with their pleaſures, Truely they 
ougit not to be the occaſton of any 
ollence to their V20 thers 02 a” . 
| 9 
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By theſe wooꝛdes it is playne that 
Saynt Cypꝛian had not his eye [et 
ſo muche vpon the vowe that the 
maydens hadde made 1— vpon the 
glozy of God, that he ſhould not be 
diſhon9ured, no: the congregacion 
offended with their kollowyng vn 
lawfull luſtes and deſyzes: tpz that 
cauſe he wylled the virgins whiche 
had vowed , and other woulde nor, 
02 could not continue, to vnlai their 
vowe agayne à marrye. Further it 
ſhoulde ſeme by the ſcriptutes, that 
none ſuch as marry aftcr their vow 
foz voidynge of foznicatton,b:cake 
their vow, but kepe tt: 4 that mai be 
dzoued thus. S. James in the.iiit. 
— his Epi.giueth an exceptiõ 

to all chꝛiſt en men, which exception 
muſt be either expꝛeſſed oz cis vnder 
ſtanded in all their vowes, bargap⸗ 
nes, à pꝛomyſes: in ſo much that it 
can not be a chꝛiſtẽ vow,noza godip 
bergapne, vnleſſe this exception be 
either expzeſſed oꝛ included in it 
E. iii. This 
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doth not conſent . Jn this mynde it 
ts {ain that S.Clpzian was when 
he willed the virg ins, who had pꝛo⸗ 
mmyled to lpue a ſole lyke, to marty, it 


peareth in the. xi. Epiſtle of his firſt 
booke in thele woꝛdes: Quod ſi ſe ex 


perſeuerare nolunt, vel non poſſunt, 
meeius eſt ut nubant q; in ignemdeli- 
© if tijs ſuis cadant. Certe multum fratri- 
1 bus aut ſororibus ſcandalum faciant. 
Tv That is to lay: It᷑ it ſo be that thet 
haue tapchtully dedicated them ſel⸗ 
3 if ues to chile, let them ſo withoute 
_ tatny14,cyatily and reuerently con 
tine. Buctelo be, chat either they 
wyll not oz can not fo continew, it 
3 better toꝛtheim to marrye, then 
that they ſhoulde fail to burnynge 
with their pleaſures. Truely they 
ougizt 1915 be the occaſton of any 
ollence to 


BY 


= 


thep perceyued not the gyite gyuen 
vnto them lo to contynew, as it ap⸗ 


Cobrign- <. e | 
ide Chriſto dicauerunt, pudice & caſte 
LF Aline vila fabula perſcuerent. Si autem 


heir brothers oz ſpſters 
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By theſe wooꝛdes it is playne that 
Sapynt Cypztan had not his eye ſet 


ſo inuche vpon the vowe that the 


maydens hadde made, as vpon the 
glozy of God, that he ſhould not be 
di{hon9ured, no: the congregacion 
offended with their followyng vi- 
lawfull luſtes and deſyzes: tp; that 
cauſehe wylled the virgins whiche 


had vowed, and other woulde nor, 


02 could not continue, to vnlai their 


vowe agayne à matrye. Further it 


ſhoulde ſeme by the ſcriptures, that 


none ſuch as marry after their vow 


koʒ voidynge of foznication,bzeake 
their vow, but kepe it: a that mat be 


bꝛoued thus. S. James in the. iii. 4. 


chap.of his Epi.giueth an exceptio 
to all chiuſten men, which exception 
muſt be either expꝛeſſed oꝛ cis vnder 
ſtanded in all their vowes, bargap⸗ 
nes, à pꝛompſes: in ſo much that it 


can not be a chziite vow,noz a godiy 
either expzeſſed oz included in it. 
(This 


E. iii. 


Fg 
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This exception is, Si deus voluerit, 
yt God wylle. This exception was 
in Paules pꝛomiſe, whan he pzomit- - 


ed to go into Spayn. This excep⸗ 


tio was allo in Peters pzomiſe,wha 
he ſaid to our lauiour, Non lauabis 
mihi pedes in æternum, Thou ſhait ne 
uer waſhe my fete: elles ſhuld Paul 
haue bꝛoken his pzompyſe, in that he 
wente not into Spapne: and Peter 


ſhuld haue bzoken his pꝛomple like 
wyle, in that he ſuffered Chꝛiſte to 


waſhe his fecte, Vet this exception 
(yt God wyll) beyng included, ney⸗ 
ther ok them bothe bzake their pꝛo⸗ 


mples, bycauſe God called theim o⸗ 
therwapes foz the larger ſettynge 


fozth of his glozy, andio they both 


were excuſed. Of a Iykeſozte that 


godly man what ſo euer he be, that 
maketh a vowe to lyue a lole Iyfe 


without maryage, and perceaueth 


in pꝛoceſſe of tyine that God calleth 


hymtoa contrarye vocation, he is 


7 bounde tolapeas Chyilte ſapd, Hot 


"ns 


. 
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as J wyl, but as thou wplt, © hea: Math, 6. 
uely father.Then if this man mar⸗ 
rv, he bzeketh not His vowe. becauſe 
it included this exception, Si Deus 
uoluerit, Jf god wil. The ſame thing 
hathe a Iloſs in the Decrees, that 


theſe generall conditions, Si Deus 


voluerit; ſi vixero: {i potero, It God 
wpil, ik J lpue, i I can, be included 
in all vowes and othes , ſo tij at all 
ſuche as can iuſtly challenge the ex- 
ception, maie not be impeached as 
bꝛeakers of their vowe oz bargain, 
This exception Paul fozgat not in 


the. vii. chapi. the firit epiſtle to the 


Coznthias, ſpekyng in the cõmen⸗ 
dation of the vnmaried lyfe, fo2 as 
looneas he perceaueth hym ſelte to 
haue lpoken any thyng erneſtly foz 
the ſtabliſhment ofa ſole life, by and 
by he calleth agayne the Cozinthi- 
ans to this exception, willyng them 
to ſette they eyes vpon the wyll of 
God, a to examine them ſelues whe⸗ 
ns they be ſo Ev not, and. to 
BOT 
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to trie whether God be pleaſed with 
their lyke 02 not, if not, Propter ſtu- 


cor. 7, Pra vitãda, ſuam quis vxorem habeat, 


ibid. 


the gyft of ſole lyte to marry, with 
_ theſe wooꝛdes, Si non continent, con- 


rektaine, let theim marry , As who 


& ſuum quæq; virum, Foz the aduoi⸗ 
dyng of fo:nication, let euery man 
haue his wyke, and cuery womã hir 
huſband, And afterwarde whan he 
had wyſhed all men to be as he is, in 
cõtinent he referreth them al again 
to this exception, that is to ſaye, to 


the will and plealure of god, a put⸗ 


teth them in mynde of their vocatt- 
on, wherin it is the will (ſateth he) 
and pleſure of God, that thei ſhuld 
walke, chargyng ſuche as haue not 


trahant matt imonium, It thei can not 


ſhulde late, if they feele them ſelues 
hable to cõtinue, without martage, 


foto continue, tt not, to marrye in 


the Loꝛde. Vauſquiſe q; vt illum voca- 

uit Dominus, ita ambulet, Lette euer 

man walze acozdingly as the 12 
at 
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th hath called hym, referring themal- 
u- {| wates to the callyng,wtll x pleaſure 
t, | of the Lozd. Dundyy like exceptios 
he hath in the ſame chapiter, which 
n Ileaue out, deſpꝛous to bee ſhozte, 
ir Nowe than whan this ſentence, Vo fad 75. 


je uete & reddite domino, Uow, render 
n it to p Loꝛd, is alleged agapnſt the, 
n {| who hath vowed a ſole life, to re⸗ 
ſtrain the fro mariage, muſt be iop⸗ nt 
- | ned with this exceptio,Si deus volu- 1 
| erit, Jfgod wil:and the (pirit of god 1 
| muſt giue teſtimony to the conlciece 
ok mã that hath ſo vowed, whether 
he perceaue by the ſtirrynge of his 
lleſhe, ß god hath ſo called hym oz 
not. And whã we haue knowlege by 
the teſtimony of our conſcience, that 
god hath not indued vs wa power 
to liue in ſingle life Wout danger of 
burnyng in deſires, we map be well 
aſſured, p god is not contẽt we ſhuld 
remain in Þ ſtate, but phe woldhaue 
vs chãge our ſtate, ⁊ walk after'His 
will. It is none excuſe wherwith to 
. Aun⸗ 
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aunſwere thelozde whan he calleth · 
vs to mariage, to ſaie, fozſoothe © , 
Loꝛde, I haue made a vowe neuer 
to marrp, and therfoze Þ can not fo 
low thy callynge, as by this ſumili⸗ 
tude it maie apere. Whã the kinges 


maieſtie calleth his ſubiect fozth to 


take harnets and weapon, to go im⸗ 
mediately to the ſea coaſt fo2 the de⸗ 


fence of his countrey, is it ſufficiet 


RnB w. 


excuſe foz the ſubtect to ſat, Foꝛſoth 


ſir, I can not noꝛ wyll not come be⸗ 
cauſe of a pꝛomiſe þ Þ haue made to 
abide within the walles ol my hous 


and neuer to go out all the dates of 
my lite: Thinke ye not, but that if a 
pꝛince had a nibze of ſuch ſubiectes 


he were wel manned e Such ſubiec⸗ 
tes apere rather to take vpon theim 


the partes of their pꝛinces, thẽ of o- 


bedient ſubtectes, in that thei wyll 
kolow their own determinatio,x not 
the mynd of their pzince. Euẽ lo the 


mũã which refuſeth tomarry whẽ the 
{pirite of god abe his cõſci⸗ 
ence 
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ence,p he can not liue other wiſe do⸗ 

eth diſobey god, in that he foloweth 
hym not what tyme he calleth hy m. 
God mult not be indented withall: 

we muſt watte-vpo his calling, and 
not he vpon our bowyng. We mult 

lerue him with a free ſpirite in liber 
tee, indiſterent to what ſtate of Iyfe 
it Hall pleaſe hym krome tyme to 
tyme to appoint, and not in the ſtate 
of lyfe, which we faſhton to our ſel⸗ 
ues. You will ſaie peraduenture. we 
may haue this gifte foz the aſkyng, 


and than wyll ye bꝛyng in, Petite & Math. >, 


accipietis, quærite, & inuenietis, pulſa - Luc. u. 


te & aperietur vobis, IAſke, i ye (hall 
haue, ſeke, and ve (Hall fund, knocke 
X it chalbe opened vnto pou. True it 
is, that pe ſhal haue the gift of ſole 
life foꝛ the aſtzynge, yk it be the will 
of God to gyue it you. But many 
tymes he wylleth not that thynge 
that you woulde, he onely knoweth 
what thyng is good foz vs, + what 
is not, We many tymes alle that 

tens 
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1 3 thing, that is not metefo2 vs, in the 


Math. 6. 


ànd not what ſo euer it ſhall pleale 


iudgement of God, whiche to our 
blind iudgement ſemeth moſt conue 
nient. As whan we deſire wozldelp 
ryches at goddis hand, oz victozy in 
battayle, oz delyuerance out of cap-⸗ 
tiuttee, oꝛ plentie of vitayls in the 
tyme of dearth,and luche like. Ma⸗ 


ny tymes it chaceth þ god graũteth 
not theſe our petitions, bycauſe he 


knowlth pit ſhalbe moze fo: his glo 
rie out p2ofite not to graut them, 


Euen ſo, ik the gifte of ſyngle lite be 


deſyzed at his 45 he giueth it not 


Math. 19. to all men: Non omnes capiunt verbũ 


hoc, All men receaue not this wozd: 
and therfoze the Loꝛde hath taught 


vs to ſaie in our pꝛaters, Fiat volũ- 
tas tua, Thy will be fulfilled. Not as 


we wyll. but as he wyll. Ind yet is 
it true, that if we aſke, we ſhal haue: 


but what ſhal wehaue-fozſoth what 


ſo euer it ſhall pleaſe hym to geue, 


vs to alke, And therkoze John 1 
in 


J. 


he geueth pouertte,to exerciſe the in 
hope:to ſom he giuith helth, to me 
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in his firlt epiſtle, Hęc eſt fiducia qui 
habemus apud deum, ꝙ ſi quid petieri- 
mus ſecundũ volũtatem eius, audit nos, 
This is the truſte that we haue in 
God, that it we aſke hym any thyng 
accoꝛdyng to his will, he hereth vs. 
The mother of the chyldꝛen of Ze⸗ 


pleſure of God: Do that although 
it be true, aſke x ye (hall obteyn, (he 
aſtzed and obteyned not, becauſe her 
requelt had not a relation to the wil 
and pleaſure of God, who geueth 
ſundꝛy gyftes as it ſha! pleaſe hym, 
and as he thyuketh mete and conue 
nient fo2 them that call vpon hym. 
As touchig things pᷣ he hath ioma- 


ded, he deniech them to no man, but 


thynges indifferent ſometymes he 


gyueth, ſometyme he denieth at his 


pleaſure. To ſome he giueth riches 
; they ſhuld help the pooze: to ſome 


1, Ioan. * 


| bede, had no graũt of her peticton, 4h. 20. 
bicauſe it ſtode not with the wil aud 
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fo2 them that be in afflictis, to ſome. 
he geueth ſyckencs to exercyſe them 
wich pacience, and to furth: to ſome 
he geueth the gykte to lyue without 
a awy:e, and to ſome he denyeth the 
ſame gyft, and them Paule willeth 
by commaundement tomarry. 
In caſe ther ve one that liue in con 
inency, vet ſinneth he not although 
he doe marrye, as the hand faſtyng 
of the bleſſed virgin Mary to Jo⸗ 
ſeph bearcth wytnelle, although lhe 
had the gyfte. Jn that poynt Paul 
woulde not take vpon him to com⸗ 
maunde, but to counſell only. And 
S. Auguſtine ſapeth that ſuche of- 
kendc not in marpeng, but in fozla- 
kyng their fozmer purpoſe. In caſe 
there be any that hath not the gykte 
of ſole lyte, they ſynne tf they mary 
not. Si non continent nubant, Ft thei 
can not fozbeare,let them matrye. 
God byddeth not man kaſt, it he can 
in no wple without daunger ok lick 


258 abltayn Ge Lerddeeg not mã 
vowe 


 1ndeſyze,lyue without the company 
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bowe continencye, yf Hecan in no 
wyle without daunger of burnyng” 


ot a woman. God byddeth not 
take purgacios and poticarye w. 
£02 medecyns agaynſt the buryyng, 
he geueth no other medecyne but 
this one only, Si non continent, con- 
trahant matrimonium. Et, Propter ſtu- 
pra uitan da, ſuã quiſq; uxorem habeat, 
& ſuũ quæq; uirum habeat. Thãt is, 

EL they can not refrayne, let thein 
marry . And, for the aduoidyng 0 
whozedome, let eucry man haue his 
wyte, and eucrye woman haue her 
huſbande. Trew it is, that the gyft 
of continencye is a gytte ot God, 


an 


moꝛe excellent then is the gokte on 
matrimony , but to whome J pꝛay 


pou z to him that can not lyuc ith 


out the company ofa woman: no. A 


charger kull of golde is better then 
— full of meate, but to who 


IJ pꝛap you-to him which is lo hun- | 


grye , that he can not tarry one mo⸗ 
F 1. ment 
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ment ok an houre without daunget 
ok death fot lacke of meate, and can 
make no other ſhyftc but the ſame 
only? no. Then muſt we not couet 
the thyng which is without our re⸗ 
che, but be contẽt with our callyng, 


Exod. 3 · as Moyles, who ſpate with God 


face to face , ⁊ all the Patriarches, 

ànd all the Apoſtles were, 4a great 
| Qnobzcofholy men mo, whiche were 
| maried: namely as Jb:aham was, 


' peb5no of who thus wziteth S. Auguſtine: 


Propterea tenuit coniugij c altitatem, 
quia non potuitampliorem , That is 
ßo ſay: Therfoze he helde him to the 
chaſtitie of marriage, bicauſe he 
had not the greater gitt. And ſhozt= 


viduitat. 


1bidem, IL after in the ſame treatyſe: Res er- 


go ipſas ſi comparemus,nullo modo du 

bitandũ eſt, meliorẽ eſſe caſtitatẽ conti- 

nentiæ, q; caſtitatem nuptialẽ, cũ tamen 

utrumq; ſit bonum. Homines uero cũ 
comparam?, ille eſt mglior, qui bonum 

amplius & alius habet. That is to lay; 

It wee compare the thynges theim 


— * 


5 
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felucs togither, there is no queſtlon 
but that the chaſtitt: of contincncy 
ts better then matrimontall chaſti⸗ 
tie, andyetneuertheleſſc they both 
be good: but when we compare the 
menne togpther, he is the better, 
whiche hathe moze goodneſſe then 
the other hathe . And although he 
whiche hathe the gyite of chaſte 


continencpe, is noted of Saynte 


Juſtuſtine to bee better then he, 
who hathe the gyfte of chaſte ma⸗ 
ryage : Pet maye he whiche hathe 
the baſer gyfte, bee as good (euen 
by the aucthozitie of Sayncte Au⸗ 


. 
pi 


guſtine) as the other holye menne 


that entoyedthe greater gyfte, and 


lyyed ſole without mariage , 
It foloweth not. Jhon the Euan⸗ 
geliſte hadde the gyfte to lyue a 
continent Iyfe , ergo, euerye man 
that wyll, map? ſo dove: no moze 
then it followeth, Sampſon was 
hable to take vp vpon hys backe 


| the gaates of a Citee , poalktes 
F — and 


— 
n r e e eee eee eee eee e eee | 
«i607 60k; « 4 f . 1 


and all. and carry theim away vnto 


ſtreyghte waye made a Jhon 02 a 
oz mighty, with willynge , Suche 


tinually tn fleſhely delyzes + Be not 
* tele 
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a hyil : ergo, eucrye man that wyll, 
maye ſo dooe. Euerye man is not 


Sampſon, that is to ſay, — 


vowes therefoze bee temerous and 
vnaduyſed vowes, although they 
bee ncuer (0 aduiſedly made, when 
the vower hathe not reſpecte to the 


power, whiche he bathe receaued at 
Goddes hande, fox the perkour - 


maunce of that his bets, Who 
woulde not accompte that man vn⸗ 
wyſe, and his vowe — kolyſh, that 
woulde vowe, neuer to eate fyſhe 
all thedayes of his Iyfe, when God 
hath ſo kramed his appetite, that he 
can eate nothyng elles e ozneucr to 
dzinke water, when he can dzinke 
nothyng elles e of the whiche pꝛo⸗ 
perties there be ſome in Englande: 
oʒ neuer to marrpe, when he canne 
not lyue continent, but burneth con 


MARIAGE, 


theſe and ſuche lyke bound? to bn= 
vowe with aduiſement, that thyng 
which thei vowed to their owne vn- 
dooynge bnadutledly e And be not 
theſe and luche lyke vowes againſt 
Goddes holye woozde, who wylleth 
euery man to walke accozdrugly as 


the Loꝛde hath called himeGod cal- 


leth that mã who hath not the gyft 
of cotinency ,to inariage, The vow 
calleth the (aine ma from it. Is not 
the vow then an aducrfary to od: 


naye: Whom ought we to follow 7 


not abſtepne pet oughte ye nat to 


marry.God ſayeth : Si nõ continent, 


contrahant matrimonium, If thei can 
not lyue chaſt, let thè maty. It muſt 
neades then be confeſſed, that that 
man, which after this ſozt reſoneth 


with him ſelke and in concluſion fo2 


ſaketh his vow (a thyng of his own 
makyng ) and followeth Chziſt, lo⸗ 
ueth Chzilt better then him ſelte, a 


God ſayeth yea : The vowe ſayeth 
The vowe ſapeth: although ye can 


f. ui. © acknow- 
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acknowlegeth Chzilt to be his mai. 


ſter. Andcontrariwpſe, that man 


Rom. 6. 


and acknowledgeth his vowe to be 


vowynge is a doctrine not taught 


whyche kozſaketh the callynge of 
Chziſt, and tolloweth his vowe, io⸗ 
ueth hym ſelte better than Chziſte, 


his maiſter, acoꝛdyng to the ſayeng 
of Maule: Eius ſerui eſtis, cui obeditis. 
Pe be his ſetuãtes, whom ye obey, 
It the vowe then (tay any man fro 
maryage,it is a token that his vow 
was wyckedly made, withoute the 
exception befoze mencioned, oz els 


woulde he neuer ſtape foz anye re 


ſpecte to his vowe. And ſcripture 

is a wytneſſe, that ſuche men be kal⸗ 
len frome grace, bicauſe they wyll 
bee vnder alawe, whan Chult hath 
ſette theym at lybertie. That 


Wn C3: lite, but inſtytuted by The 
i o: dynaunce of the Churche, 
286 he Sexte it dooeth appeare, 


©} rxtrat, where it is ſayde: Voti ſolemnitas 
Z. oe voto ex ſola conſtitutione Eccleſiæ eſt in 


uenta, 


tution of the Churche , but the 1 
bonde of matrimonie toke his vn⸗ i] 
ſeparable vnytynge and knotte of | 
Chziſte hym ſelfe , whyche is the it 
head of the Churche, and maker of 41 
all thynges. So that the vowe is 14 
but au oꝛdynance ot man, and mar- 114 
tyage the ozdynance of God. 14 
_  Upherefoze, if wee wyll refuſe i" 
Mariage beynge the ozdinaunce i" 
of GO D, bycaule of our vowe, 1 
which is the Ozdinaunce of Man, i 1 
mapye not Chziſte ſaye vnts vs: li 
Pe wozſhtp me in vayne, teachyng Nh . 
the doctrines and cõmaundemen⸗ 7}! * 
tes of man e Yes trulye. And ſtyc⸗ I! 
kynge to this our vowe,wee bzcake i 
$4 F. iii. our = 
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uenta, matrimonij vero vinculum, ab & voti 
ipſo eccleſiæ capite rerum omnium redempt. 
conditorem ipſum in paradiſo & in ſta. Quo ve 
tu innocentiæ inſtituente vnionem & . 

indiſſolubilitatem acceperit: That is 
to (aye, The ſolempnes of the vow 
was deuyſed by the onely Conſti⸗ 


_eY 75 _ - Wend 9 aan * 1 
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We ; 1 


takt vpon vs to gouerne our ſelte 


baptyſmc, and ſo we take vpon vs 


5 on: But how wycked and vngodly 
a thynge it is ſo to dooe, all godly 
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our pꝛomiſe made in baptiſme, wher 
we vtterly renounce and fozſake all 
other thynges, in helle, carthc, and 
heauen, and gyue our ſelues whol⸗ 
ly and oneiy to God, commpttynge 
the wholle tuitton and gouernance 
of vs to him, pzomyſing him faith 
and truthe, that He Call dooe with 
vs, not what plea ſeth vs, but what 
pleaſeth hym. Nowe whan we, by 
a vowe, pꝛomple this o: that kynde 
of lyke, whyche is not commaunded 
in Goddes wooꝛde, without excep⸗ 
tyng, goddis wyll and plcaſure,we 


aftcr a faſhion,not of goddcs, but 
of our owne deutſpnge, reyokynge 
and callyng agayn our founcr; pꝛo⸗ 
myſes, whyche wee made to hym in 


to ſerue God after our owne faſht- 


men can caſily geue ſentence. The 
tgnozant lozte Me: haue = | an | 
aſte 


6 a 
r 
7 ; 


ned, Tanta eſt vis in lacramehto con- 


not bee d ſſolued fot þ bzeakyng of 


mareyed' afterwarde, ſapth, Proin- 
de qui calium nuptias dicunt non eſſe 48 


they þ lap, that the mariages of uu 


Ipgentelp to wape =? thynge that 


MARIAGE. © 
taſted of the ſpirite of God; would 
ſooner tudgxe, that marriage thould 
rather bee b:oken foz the vdwes EE 
ſake, than the vowe foz the nary _ : 

age lake. And pet ts there a decree 
wherein theſe wooꝛdes bee contey- 


iugij, ꝙ nec EX violatione uoti, poteſt diſ 2 di 


ſolai ipſum coniugium, that is to (ap, on. 
Suche a ſtrengthe is in the lacra⸗ 
ment of mitrimonpe, that it may? 
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the vowe. And layuct Auguſtine in 
his bodke De bono viduitatis, ſpeaz 
kynge of theiia, whyche haue koz⸗ 
ſaken thepz foziner pourpoſe, and 
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nuptias, ſed potius adulteria, non mihi 
videntur ſatis accurate & diligenter cõ. 
ſiderare quid dicant, that is, Thertozʒe 


che men bee no marrtages, but ra⸗ 
ther adultery, appere not to me di⸗ 
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DEFENCE OF. 
they (ate, And Gratian citeth an o⸗ 
ther place out of ſaynct Auguſtine, 
14 whiche hath the very ſame ſentence. 

Di.iſti. 27. in effect, Quidam nubentes poſt votũ, 
4.4 . Quidã aſſerunt adulteros eſſe, ego autẽ dico vo 
"18 bis  grauiter peccant qui tales diuidũt, 


that is to ſat, Som ſap, that ſuch as 
mart after their vow, be adulterers: 
but J ſap, p they ſyn heinoufly whi⸗ 
ch diuide ſuch as haue maried after 
their vowe. Theſe and ſuche like ſen 
tẽces beyng kound in the doctours, 
declare their opinion, that the ſtren⸗ 
ghte of matrimony is of inozefozce, 
than is the ſtrengthe of the vowe, 

17 Nowe be it, al this wyl not lerue the 

N 14 vngodlp, who ceſſe not to maynteyn 
11 mantully the ſtrength of their vow, 

„ and woulde haue holly matrimo⸗ 
* Ws my to be called whoozedom, foz mats 

: 1:18 ſtreſſe vowes pleſute. Net wel woꝛth 
* 3Þ ; Papynutius, who was not afrayde 

1 to conẽeſſe openly in Aicene coãſel, 
that martage was honourable in al 
ſtateg that the companieng pf the 


N ARIA GE,. 
huſbad with his own wife, was cha 
ſtitee. So that it ſhouldeappere he 
was of the opiniõ, that matrimony, 
kept as it ought to be, was one kid 
of chaſtitee, euen as virginite is an 
bother, both the which kindes ot cha⸗ 
ſtite, be the giftes of God, z no moze 
in our power to perfourme the gifte 
of them to god,(vnles he geue them 
to vs kirſt)then it is in our power to 
perfoune the gifte of all the frenche 
kynges iewels to the kyng our mat- 
ſtcr,onles he fyʒſt geue vs them. In 
dede J might perfozme my pꝛomiſe 
ſo made to the kynge our malter, yf 
int pꝛomiſe did include this exceptiõ 
_ (tf the freche king wil geue the me: 
02 if Ican get them ) and euẽ ſo may , 
I perfozme my vow made to god of ‚ | 
ſole lite, i it include the chziſte excep Tz 
tion, that is to lap, if þ giuer of that 
gitte will geue it me, oꝛ if god be ſo 
pleaſed, without whiche exception, 
all vowes be wicked, all pzompyles 
be vapn, and al bargains 1 ; 


| DEFENC OF 
AND to make an ende in ſtede 
of a recitall of thoſe thynges why⸗ 

che J haue (ſpoken, J will unpt vp 
the matter with this b2eefe reaſon , 
No vowe whiche hath this crcep- 
tion (yt God wpll) other expꝛeſſed 
02 included, byndeth any man that 
bath not the gyft of ſole iyfe,:to ab- 
ſtepne from the holly ſtate of matrt- 


monp. But al chziſtian vowes haue 


thts ext eption( it god will) other ex- ⸗ 
pꝛeſſed oz included, Ergo, no chziſtẽ 
vob bindeth any man to abſtein frõ 
the holly (tate of matrimony , The 


partes of this lyllogiſine be pzoued 


in my fo2mer pꝛoceſſe to hym that 
wyll wyllyngly wate it. Wherekoze 


tt ſhuld be but a folly to make moze 
matter whan enough wyl ſerue, as 
no doubte it wyll, to them that wyll 


be ſatistied. It there be any whom 
nothyng wyll ſerue, A beſeeche the 


lyuyng loꝛde to ſoften theyz hartes, 


whan it ſhall be his pleaſure, to his 
moſte heauenly glozy, Amen. 
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